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To the right honourable and reue- 


rend Father in God, hz Lord Biſhop 
of Lincolne , Lord Keeper ofthe 
Great Seale, 


VVz need I any other Dedication? | 

T by life & loſephs are but one narratio - 

He kept King Pharohs Seale which was hz Ring 
T hoz art the great-Seale Keeper of our King, 
eAnd art the neereſt ſeruant to hs Throne, 

Ard in his ſeate of Indgment ſirft alone. (care 
By him the kingdomes waight, Church, peoples 
(ommitted to thy equal] Ballance are, 

T hus a to Pharoh Ioſeph was at Nile, 
So art Thou to the Monarch of thzs Ile: 

God make thy ſeruice like good TIoſephs prove, © 
eAnd thee reward With Pharohs Grace and loue, 
So Thou ſhalt gine thy Maiſter high content, 

And make vs happy in thy G onerhment, 


Your Loreſhips moſt hum. 
bly deuored | 
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0f him whom God by brethreas envy ſons 
From. Canaan te Egypt, to prevent - 


that him red 
ren hp 


Great dearth ; Iſing; thou 
In «ll bis RS 


» 


Ou dwelt the holy Parriarch Ira 
Atreft,in Can4as in his fachers cell, 

For Eſau now did in mount $eirraignes 
One country could nor all cheir flocks ſu- 
And hauing many ſtormes and dangers paſt, (ſtains 
Now hop 0p'd in que et to baue liuv'd at laft, 

Frecd frem his brothers hare and menacing, 
From 1«b.ns cruell gripesand coueting, 
His teares for lofſe of R«bel now were Nie, 
For Dine's rape, and Simeons homicide, 

His ſonnes ab ,in Peace their flocks do tend, 
l-ſeph ar home, his fatker doth atrend: 

When lo!. an envious Spirir which did reede, 
In holy Ieb, Tſaacks j or ſeede, 


Which he ro come mofdid feare, 
me he to his es Pond 

ne day amoneſt the ſonnes appeard; © ; 
Beforethe Lord dfiingo mp 


2 The firſt Biokeof Toſeph. 
And thus began : Dread Thunderer : be juſt, 
0 WW Hiſt thounot caiſd vp finfull man frem duſt, 
Wt! To make thoſe heau'nly Manſions, ay his owne, 
as {1 From which thou Angels in thy wrath hait throne 
And damn'd ? yet we bur once di diſpleaſe, 
But he offends each houre, yer IMs at e aſc : | 
Iaceb in T/aacks Tents doth quiet line, 
As with his Bleſsing he him Peace did give; 
And though by thy Decree man eught ateaine 


it | To Ioyecs of Heau'n, by ſorrow, care, and pain : 
of To him tho ſo benigne and gratious arc, 
” 11-8 Hee fees the Pleaſures, neucr feeles the ſmarrt ; 


i)! So asit ſeemes'tis thy determination, 
AP To make baſe Manfor #life, Vs for damn«tion 
How haſt thou bleſſed him on ev'ry (ide? 
His Children many, his Poſeſſans wide ; 
His flocks abound and couer all the Lavd, _ 
So thoudolt blefſe all warkes that paſſe his hand : 
Well may he ſerue thee for ſo great reward, 
But ouch him, theu ſhalt ſec bis flight regard, 
Vexe thou but him, or any of his race, 
And ke will thee blaſpheme ym thy face : 
When thus, th' brie ; ſay thou what thou can, 
Taceb's a matchleſie, jult and perfe&t man, 
; Who feareth God, doth good, eſcheweth il], 
Try hiza orhis, fochou no bloud doſt ſpill. 
Thus now bad $4taz his defires att2in'd, 
By Iacobs Angell ell thattime reſtrain'd ; 
And fince for bloud he could not ger permiſſion, 
He priuily ſowes Ennic and Seduion, 
Which make oft greater rents in Church and State, 
Then opcnenmiticand knowne debate: 
Simeon and Lew, ance bis Inſtruments, 
Q*# murcher, vader courr' falle intents, 
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The - firſt pole olept, 

With the two h4ndmaids ſonnes ſhall Kindle hate, 

And ar for ak my ory reg 
NC To Wradl wks Ip his brechreas ill repre ; 

* And inplaine did to them ynfold 


His Jrbared x bo pew God by ing, told; 


bene enlarge o_ 
As if he of His qe W e 
pris oa w bean, 
And tales to him, as they ſulpe 
He by their malice Tabours urs cnn, 
To ruine I:cob and his Eamil 24 
In 1/ephs loſe: Thus did the enviows Fiend 
Proiet deſtru@ion, God ab od. _ 
Little hercof thought good old Iatob, when 
He him to $ichensto his bretheren 
Doth ſend : where wandring he atlaſt was told, 
j; | Thar they ar Dothan paltured their fold 
| Onſfide of hill which Sel with chearefull eyes, 
Salutes and ſoone as he doth riſes ; 
Vnder a ſtarely Oake, whoſe armes diſpread, , 
From Sunne an Raine all rader ſheltered, 


1 can, Neare faireſt megdowes and the Riner (ide, 
S Theſe Brethren w th their Flockes'in Tencs abide, 


M ore healtt.full, pleaſant, fruirfull, ſparious blaine) 


Was not in Cena tobe ſeenc 2gaities © "(leaſure, 
Where whilft their Flockes doeteede, they haue good 


Toleape,dance Aleepe, and take their pleaſure, 
And hey abs ve diuincer motions, F 

Tn print ſhades may fall co their deuotions, 

And mitare the plumed heaun'ly 7 Quite, |; 
Who in ſweete notes Gods goodnefle doe admire 3 
Hither.comecs wp, , where be firſt admires 

The places fertilenefſe mA ”—_ artires, 


For 
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For bizowas all p coloured 
Seemd noughe hs, on a apparelled: 


Bur his ren 


c Ry | 7 ; p1 - d 
rerhren him no ſooner ſpie, 
But lo! here comes the dreamer, all do cric 


- 


Come ler vs kill, and in ſome pit him caſt, _ 
"Then ſee how all his Dreames'y ill proue at lat, 
And when our faches mifſerh bird, weele ſay, 
Some wicked beaſt. deuaur'd him on the way : 
And - 1 not ar hae BY knife 
By Rxben, they rhen taken had his life : 
Full ga eo ſee ba Breen as 2-44; 
Ind with a pleafing face ypon them [milde 
As little thinki Fray s, fold, a7 ; 
As they at Nile-his glory to behold, - 
As cruel! Cain againkt his brocher roſc,. 


ſuppoſe: 
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Whilſt Lambe-like hebefore Fee | 
Mutc and amaz' yet thus.ar laſt s.. 
Ah brethren deare, though now too lat 
The pertl's nor (© gReae Hate as Lone: 
(lin mortall hate did to his brother beare, 
For that his offrings acceptable were, © .. 
My father hardly ſeap*t mine Pucles knife, 
Becauſe he was Rebecca's dearelt life; 
So did you and your morher mine deſpiſe, 
Becauſe ſhe gratious was in Izcob# eyes; 
Now him,that neuerdid or chought ou xl, 
Becauſe my father loucs me, you will kill: | 
To him once,l confeffe, 1 did relate” 
An ill report I heard, not for leaft hate | 
Or malicethat my brethcenT did Veare, 


But that you knowing ir,thighr better eleare: 


That which my father did bur folly deeme, 
To tell mine idle dreames,will you eſteeme 
Itcapitall? oh brethren deare, forbeare, 

If not for love or pittie, yer for feare 


Of vengeance, which will follow fratricide, 


(ins curſe ſhall ever on that houſe abide, 
If all'conſent your Brother here to ſlay, 
laceb hath loſt elewn ſonnes in one day: 


And whence ſhall then that bleſſed axe proceede 


God promiſd in our farher I/aacky ſeede? 


That curſed Cham,from whom rheſe narions cone 


” Which here inhabie, Ye haue done 
® "So foule afinne; nor Ni1roas cruell fword 
Was ere in his owne brochers blood engor'd: 
A brothers (ight rough E/a»s fury choaces, 
And makes hin fall to kiſſes 2nJ embraces, 


Looke on my youth, not halfeſs loth ro die, 


Aszo be ſlaine by m4" crucltie, 
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| Looke on my innocence. Behold my teares, 
Reſpect your and my Fathers graycr haires : 
Who cannot but with griefe and forrow die, 
For lofſe of me by Brethrens Butchery . 
Oh! never hope this martherto\conceale, | 
For though you your owne lips ſhould all vp ſcale, 
Thele bealts,{tonesgrrees,my bloud toheaun will cry 
For vengeance, on this bloudy Feleny : 
And that which now you thinke un ſecret done, 
Shall be madeplaine and clearer then the Sunne. 
Now {{a«ckbke Llye vnder your knife, ot 
And willitigly as he could leaue my Life, 
Were I perſwaded *rwere the beary'ly wh, 
Bur herein Sts purpoſe you fulfill, 
And your malicious cnuy fatisfic ; 
But Lord accepr me as | cuiltiefle dic, 
Theſe words proceeding from a'Soule oppreft 
| 1 "13 With anguiſh, wroughe ſo in his Brethrens breſt, 
| 112i That though they willingly all wiſh kim flaine, 
| Yet each from bloud.ſhed would kis hands rcraine, 
| Wherefore they him into adry pit caſt, * © 
| With cold and hunger thereto pine and waſt, 
| #5 And ſuddenly they fit chem downe to cate, 
3 Ne're pitying Joſeph that mult ſterue for meate; 
| OE So hauc L ſcene tenue bends of dloudy kiude, 
| Who long taue chas'd, to kill the harmeleſſe Hinde ; | 
| 114% 3 ' When they hauc lode'd her in the hunters gin, 
| {3 ' Whence never one eſcapes, if enterd in ; | 
'S Turneto their Lodge, where for their labours mecde, © 
q They on the heart and bleeding incrailes feede, © 
7 ih Poore Joſeph had thy Brethren now thee Nlaine, 
» - Thoulongfince hadfi beene rid out of thy paine ; 
' 7.2 Bur whilſt thou ſcek'ſt by teares thy life to ſaue, 
Thou now art buried quicke within thy graue : 


What | 


— ae ER Ee —_—_ ——— 


The firſt Booke of Toſeph, 7 
What can{t rhou looke for in this Dungeon vaſt, 
But cu'n with cold and hunger berc to waſte ? 
Depriu'd of Sunnes moſt comfortable Lighe, _ 
And euill 5p*rits with horrour thee to fright, 

Yet 8s a fauour this wasdone to thee, 

Thus are the witheds mercies Crueltie. 

Bur Lord ! thecluldeto heav'n cries from the pit, 
And doth to righteows Indge his cauſe commir z 
Lord thoudolt know how innocent I die; 

Me (aut, and pardon their iniquirie. | 

As when fierce Cine, (out of baſe enuying, 

That God ſhould belt accept his offering.) 

Had Abel flaine ; His bloud to heau'n did cry, 
So this childs grieuous Lamentations flye 

Into Gods cares, who ſengs the J/omaciites, 

Fi:ft perſecutors of the I/zaelires : 

From Breth-ens malice To/eph to ſer free, 

And ſaue his life, h loſe his Libertie ; 

So he thar late eſcax ing ſhine, 

Is raiſed vp our of the pit againe, + 

Whom to be rid off, and for preſent payy 

His Brethren ſell to be conneid away. 

And now large ſhadowes from the Mountaines fall, 
And Heas'n with his blacke mantle coucrs all, | 
Phebus for reſt in See his Steedes beitowes, 

* And from hefSe« of reſt the Night aroſe: 

F} When lacobs ſonnes amongſt themſelues deuiſc 

To couer their inhumane cruelties : , 
And as weeuer fee that one foule frnne » 

Begets another, tolye hidden in ; 

fs ſometheir foule adultery to hide, - 

Have firſt ys'd ſſe, then Homncide ; 

So theſe vniuſtly *gainlt their Fathers will, _. 
Qae of the then in his Flocke doe kill, 
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$ The jurftbeokeof loſeyh. 
And dipping in his blood the colourd coare " 
Of leſeph,it vnto their father brought, — 
Andſay; Now ſee good father doſt thou know, 
Whetherthis be thy Joſephs coare or no? 
As Turtle deare, when (ccking for her loue, 
She finds at cu'n the feathers of a Done, 
Begoard with blood late party colourd gay, _ 
Concluding now her mate hath beenethe prey 
Of cruell hawke,ſends out moſt piteous cries, 
And'inthoſe deareſt blooded feathers dies, 
So good old I/rarl,whoſe dimmer fight, 
Could {carcediſcerne of colours by the night, 
Yet ſeeing Ieſephs coate begoared red, ' 
Which latcly was ſo finely coloured: 
For whom,though long he look'd, and did enquire, 
Yet ſaw nor heard leaſt newes of his retire. | 
Crics out, tis Io(ephs coate with blood defild, 
Some wicked beaſt deuoured hath rhe child,” 
Iſent him out alone vnwittiogly, * 
And therefore guilty of the crueltie, 
Sogrieuous were his groanes and lamentation, 
T hey turne to ſorrow all his habitation, 
And though his ſonnes.and daughters all ariſe 
'To comfort him, the bcſt they can denife, 
Yerſlullche good old man doth groane and crie, 
Joſeph is loſt, 1 in his coate will dte. 7A 
He with wilde beaſts is into peeces torne, 
Ile ſooner ceaſe to live, then ceaſe ro mourne, 

Father faith Diz« then, th'vnlucky maid, © 
Why ſhould you withourt' cauſe be thus diſmaid? 
Before times [ hane often heard you ſay, 
Gods Angell you conduttedin your way, 
From hence en'n vnto the Aſ3yrian plaine, 
And thence from Zabay brought you home ____ ; 
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Thefirſ! broke of loſepti. = 9 
.F Oh why ſhould you deſpairerhen thus and feare, 
As God of yours had'not asgreata caref ,- 
What becauſe here a bloody coatec you ſee, 
Muſt it be Joſephs needes? orific bee, 
He may, whilft he from crucll beaſts did flie, 
Forſake his coate to [cape more (peedily: ©» 
He that this coate found looſe ypon the ground, 
Not any figne of murehering him found, 
Nor found he either hand, head, foor or bone, 
Onely this bloody coare lay all alone; 
Blooded ir ſeernes with jawes of craell beaſt, 
Which on ſome otherprey had made his feaft: 
*[hus can the whole to ficke good counſell giue, 
« And eaſter 'tis to teach well, rheno live: - 
e But Ruben, Indah, all his ſonnes may riſe, 
X And daughters all ro comfort himdeulſe, 
Herendshis clothes, purs ſackecloth'on his loines, _ 
And for his Toſeph Jong rime weepes and pines, 
And mourning will goe downe vnto his grave 
To DÞſeph, whom he here ſhall never haue. 
Meane while to Nile the Midian merchants hie, 
Ladcn with Balme,with mirrhe, and Spicerie, 
When Toſeph, whom if they could cruely prize, 
Was farre more worth than all their merchandizc; 
Did bondage baſe ynto his noble minde, 
More bitter, then death to his body finde; 
But hauing none ro whom ro make his mone, 
Goes fighing, ſobbing to himſelfe alone, 
Vntill a merchant willing him to cheare, 
That hee might fairer looke, and ſell more deare, 
Enquireth of hisparents and his kinde, 
To put more penfiue thoughts out of hismind; jF 
Know; ſaith the gentle childe, my parents came K : 
es From Hebey,whence we Hebrewes hauc our name, | 
Oh Ft] The 
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The fourth from Sem; firſt of that bleſſed leede, 

'Th' Almighty choſe mankind againe to bitede: 

My Father 1«cob who the Birth- right bought 

Of Eſes, that Gods Bleſsing ſer at nought, 

Was 1ſaacks fonne, cu'n Abrams bleficd feede, 

In whom all Nations kappinefſe may reade. 

My Mother Rachel, now depriu'd of Life, 

Was I/-«els firſt Lowe, but ſecond ife: 

Labay both Senne and Father in one night, 

Deceau'd ; of 's wife him, me of my Birth right: 

For when his ogg in nuptiall Bed embrace 

M feet won Rachel,Led's in place : 

VWhereby my Brethren mc in yeares ſurpaſle, 

But I them in my Fathers love and grace; 

For enuy hereof, Lo ! they me haur (old, 

Thus bricfly I my ſtate to you haue told. 

The Childrenof the Boyd woman were glad, 

They one now Bound of the Free-womans bad : 

[11 Bur whulſt ſuch talke makes ſhorter ſeeme the houres, . 

Tg Becho'd they now may ſee braue Memphis Towres, 
+14 "Turrets which ſeeme to dare the Starry skies, 

And Temples whichlike Toppes of Mountaines riſe, 


Picſern's all kinde of Creatures with their _ oy 
| y, | 


wi : Whoſe Phanes and Fires all guilt, with radiant gold, 

| wt They ſhining like the Lampes of heau'n behold, 

| ES Which often with refle&ing ſplendor bright, 

WH: 1.3 Sceme to obſcure Sols cleareſt heav'nly Light. ' 
Lk Whea thus the Lad, Good Maſters, So muſt 1 

| 1% Nozv call you, and will ſeruc you chearctully, 

i 183 Tell me what glorious Buildings yonder bee, 
WE?” Whoſe like in Cax44x I did neuer fee ; wo 
| E357 Which ſeeme,cxcept minccyes me much doe faile, 
| i Wh: Like to a Citie that on Se doth ſaile, 
| F 4 Qr Na«hs Arke which floting on the Floud, 
|| 
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The firſt beoke of Toſeph. 
Boy, faith a Merchant, This is s Pleine, 
Where neuer yet did fall a yay | 524 


of raine; 
The Waucsyou ſce are ſeu'n-told headed Niles, 
Which now doth Ouer. flow the richeſt {oil s, s% 
Whence cer $el by his all qutckning heate, | £4 
Rais'd Corne and Grafſe,for Man and Beaſt io cate: WW: 14 
There where you lee the Floud like Seas appeatrc,  // 
Will be a Haryeft twice within a yeare, | A 
Bede, no mortal! wight could cuer with, A 
Then's there more fevry of moſt dainty Fiſh: Þ 
Aoram the Farhit cf great mac, 

(From whom cut Nation) Famine did compel! 184 
For ſuccour to deſcend, into this Land, ";.Ar% 
Where heis ſaid to make ther vnderfiand - AT 
The Nature of che highelt Derrie, . ' BY | 
Formes, Lawes, and Natutes of the Starry skie, 0 F 
And tirſt them taughr to meaſure out their yeare, 1 | 
By Suaxes iuſt courle ; For it doth plaine appeare, 
That they till chen the Mooxe did meaſure by, 

V Vhich makes them bolt of ſuch antiquitic, 

And recken in their annuall Ccmputation, 
Thonſands of yearcs before the V Vorlds Creation; 
Rut though he gaue them in all Arts direRtion, / 

Yet nener brought they one to ſach perfeRion, 

As that we call Diuine Aftrowomie ; 

Forin this C ountry beſt they mighedeſcrie, 

The forms and orders of the Lamps of Night, | 

V Vhereneuer Clouds obſcurechem from their fic hr, 
Firſt in Celdes Abramlcarn'd this skitl, 

And grew ſo well acquaintecd with Gods will, 

He knew all thinzs, they fay, by Reuelation, 

Paſt, preſent, future, from the V Vorlds Creation, 
Till that laRt minute that it could expire, 
VVhuca as by Warer erft, hall beby B1re. 


Indeed, 
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T2 The firſt Bookeof Toſeph. 
Indeed, faith Toſeph, I kaue heard it rould, 
The fn{t man Adanprophecide of ould, vaue” 
"The worlds deftruftion twice, for finnes iuſt hire, ,. 
'T he one by Water th'other by the Fire, 
Seth therefore Adzms (challer and his ſonne , 
Not knowing which was tuft : ofeaxth and ſtone, 
'F'wo Pillars built; The'earth agamft the fire, : 
The ſtone to ſtand *gainſt waters raging ire; | 
Where Arts, which long Experience had obſcrued, 
He vato future ages faire preſcrued, 
The earthen pillar periſhe in the flood, 
The ſtone the waters violence withitood, 
T heſe Heber finding after publiſhed 
In $yri,where firſt [earning flouriſhed: 
'T ill Abram, who herein did all excell, 
Came downe to Egypt, and as you Joetell, 
Converſt with one / called Mercury, 
Whom, with theſe Arts, he taught the myſtery 
Of one trine God-head,and the worlds creation, 
Who read the fame vato their neighbour nation. | 
Whence now they are,and ſhall in time be pred 
Through all the carthly globe inhabited: | 
Thus they diſcourſc,as ifthey would foretcll 
Of Gentztes all, which afrer ſhould cxcell, 
In .4/ts and Saeaces; which now diſpread, 
As men,through all the earth on which we tread: 
For as the earrh empeopled was below 
By Adam, ſo all Arts and Learning flow 
Firft from the Hebrews, vato eu'ry nation, 
As Re«les and Precepts come by obſcruation: 
But now the citrie*s towres obſcure the skies, 
And mike them hold their tongues, and vſe their eyes 
T he ſplendor of thoſe buildings to behold, | 
Wheze they rhe ſecond time good loſeph ſold. 
v2 The end of the firſt Bookg of Loſcph, 
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Fuer did Adem more lament and plane, 
* For Abel, by his cruell Brother Naine, 
"Then laceb mourn'd for faireſt Rechels Seede, 
Nor would by any meancs be comforecd : 
All Day the field his Lamentations heares, 
All Night his Couch he watreth with his teares: 
And it leaſt lumber cloſe his blubbring eycs, 
| Him thinkes he ſees a cruell Beare furprize 
| His deareſt Toſeph ; crying our for aid, 
Ant ſtarting vp,awakes,much more afraid, 
His Spirit's thus ſpent, his Body wearied, 
With groanes,and rofſing vp and downe his Bed; 
Loe,aged T/a4th, who had long beene blinde. 
Of's fleſhly eyes, bug yer of clearer minde, 
7 Comerro his comforr,being rhitherled 
* By Beniawin,who to him miniſtred, 
Long ſtood he mute, and coche grievous moanes 
Of his blIift Tacos ecchoed with groancs, 
Till's heart with ſorrow ready nowto breabe, 
With words all weight,he thus beginsroſpeake. 
Deare Sonne, rhe ſtaffe andcomtorrof mine 22%, _. 
Lhe blefled fruit of holy Marriage, 
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24 The ſciond Booke of Toſeph. 


Far moreto Mee, then thee Toſeph dere, : 
Mine only Sore, by Prom:ſe, Burthou here 
Hiſt Periamrn, by thy beloved wife, = 
Faire Rebel, whillt ſhe liv'd thy Toy and Life: 
Not that LT o/:<p2 dead orloſt doe feare, 
Gog that of mee and Abrew had ſuch care, 
Hath no leTc 2fchee anJ thy bleſt ſecede, 

I which ail happinefieis promiſed. 

And if of all, of him eſpecially, 

V Vhois the chiefe of all rhy Family: 

To whom the Smwane the Moone and Srerves mult fall, 
V Vhioſe Sheefe his brech: ens Sheafs muſt worſhip all 


Of ther two dreamers | wasa duc obſervers, | & ©. 


And reade:thence he ſhall be a great preſecuery. 

A freuce of that Servozr great, v1 hich ſhall 

Himleife by lofing ſave himſc'fe and all, 

TnuawasT onceloſt to my j41:5full re, 

V Vhen onthe Altar kindied was the fire, 

The knife was ready lift vp by his hand, 

To facriicemy Liſe ar Geds commands ... 

Thus thou as lolt,for more then thrice feuen yeare?, 

Fe v2il'd wert by mine and Reb-ccas tear es, 

V Vhea Efavs wrath thee drave to S#rig plaine, 

Bur Got Aimig/tic orought thee home againe 2 

And 1 p: eagebefore the reuolution.  - - 

Of thiiſeſeu'nyeares,, God will the whol c ſolution 

of ioſephs dicames with Toy to.thee vntold, _ 

VVhich ſhall rezive thy fpirit then being old : 

B<fore great Bleſs12gs God doth Croſſes ſend 

That we may on his Fiexidence attend, 

And ſezthe rixbe; of his grace more cleare, | 

VVhiich hardlier here obtain'd, we ho!d mare dere: 

This ave doth imterpre: Viſions dat e, 

As creat Arthu/elalrat building thi Arkey 
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The ſceond Booke of Toſeph. 
VVholiv'd yntill the yeare of th' inmndetier, 
As plaine appeares by Ages Compuration. 

Good Iſradl was aokierlatly mou'd 
Atſight of thoſe, he reuerenc'd ſo and lov'd, 
His Bemtamin but newly taught to ſtride, 
Of his blinde Grandfres Reppes then being guide, 
Both which ſecm'd two good Angels to him ſenc 
From heau'n, to caſe his griefe and diicontent ; 
V Vkerefore ſoone rifing on his wearie bed, 
Having his Father duly honoured, 
He anſyers with a piteous figh and grone, 
lo/eph is gone, why I am left alone : 
Deare Recbel: firſt borne, whom to make my wife, 
I was a ſervant beſt parr of my Life. , 
After we had beene maryed foureteene yeares, 
Rachel and I, with Prayers, Vowes, and teares, 
Begg'd him of God: Then did my yeares expire, 
V Vhich L«banfor my two wines me did hire : 
One daughter and tenne ſonnes I had before, 
By redh (ewn, and by my Hendmeids foure, 
Buc I my ny priz'd them all aboue, 
As I his Mother more then theirs did loue : 
And though I churliſh did mine yncle finde, 
In many things herein he was moſt kinde, 
To pay me wages cre my worke was done ; 


| For I had Rachel erethat 1beoun 
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My firft yeares Seruice, whereby ſarn yeares em'd 


Bur a few daies, ſo I her louceſteem'd : 

No man had euer more cxpcrience 

Then I of Gods good and Prouidenee, 
V Vhen I was firſt to Paday Aran ſent, 

I only with my ſtaffe forth from thee went 

To Bethel, wherethe Almightie Lord ro mee 
Appear'd by Vifon, promiſing to bee 
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16 _Thefrſs Buoke of loſeph; 
My Ged,andto my Seedethe Land to giue, 
Whereon | ſlept ; which firmely 1 belecue, 
Then did | vow,{o he would me prote&t 
Safe in my Tourney, and my wayes direc, 
Giving me Bread tocare,and Clothes to weare, 
The Tenth of all I had,to offer there : 

God gaue my asking,and abundance more, 
So as Lihencereton'd with ſtocke, and ſtore : 
And though I long forbare my Vow to pay, 
God neuer me forgor,vmo this day. 

I confident, beyond all hape,can proue 

I him (hall {ce againe,whom fo 1 loue, ___ 

At the laſt day : %:!l then,hee's dead,and gone, 
No hope before of ReſurreQion. | 
This is his colow'd Coat, begored red 

By Iawcs of Beaſts, which on his Carkaſſe fed, 
Were I zow blinde,l happy were,then could 

I not this difmall {peRacle behold. 
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But rf,ſatch 1ſwack,he hath chang'd his Tent H 
For hicau'nly home, why thould you thus lament, 1 
Ay without hope£? fince now he 15 at reſt, A 
Ler likewiſe the remembrance of him reſt, B) 
Weepe you,becauſc your lofſe turnes to his eaine? |» B 
Your mourning cannot bring him back againe, _ T 
God,our chiefc comforts oft trom vs doth rcnd, 

Leit we roo much onounyard meanes depends | It 
It may be,you your loue ſo on him et, Be 
You thereby did your loue ro:God forget 2 A 
' Then's Taftice iultly him from you hach rent, Al 
And Mercy giues youcaule now t2 repent, D 
But whether Toſeph living be,or dead, T 
Let lietle Bewiamm ſtard 1n his Read : At 
What your affe&ton lo to himenclin'd, - Fe 
Youeu'n the {ame ip Beniamm all find, FP by 
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The ſecond Booke of Toſeph, 
Of Rachel both begotin marriage bed, 
Only this laſt ſhe never ſuckeled, 
For 1n the paincs of Birth ſhe left her life, 
Thus he a tender nurſe loſt,thou a wife: 
T his I/a«cks rubbing on an ancient ſore, 
M:de 1/-ael lament more then before z 
So as the childe who ſtill was tanging by, 
To heare ſuch Oumin weeres for company 
And-as a Parret, newly taught to prate, 
The voice doth of another imitate, 
So cryes the Boy z good Father, Joſeph's gone, 
And I alas ! here left amall alone, 
Tis this fine colour'd coat he wont to weare, 
Good father ler ys it to oſcph beare, 
(For that was euer vnder Tzcobs arme) 
He may haue needethereof to keepe him warme, 
T heſe pleaſant reaſons from the witty child, 
O14 1ceb of his (orrowes fo beguil'd, 
He was content a while his heart to eaſe, / 
The better this his deareſt Boy to pleaſe. 
And fince he Ieſephthought dead, and at redt 
By little he his Lamentations ceaſt, 
But euer little Bexzamin would cry, 
To let him goe to Jojeph by and by. w_ 
My Boy faith Jacob, if that thou wilt goe 
To Ieſeph, thou mult firſt as Io/4h doc, 
Be a £00d Boy, ſerue God, thy praycrs ſay 
At Morne,at Night, and oftentimes a Gay : 
All lying, (wearing, idle talke forbeare, 
Duly obey and ſeruc thy Parents deare, 
To any, nor of any ſpeake leaſt ill, 
And alwaies beobedient to Gods will : 
For ſo did 16/epb, therefore I had giun | 
Him this fine colowr'd coat, Burnow in heawn 
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He is moſt gloriouſly by God arraid, 
And (ces all Ioyes and Pleaſures can be ſaid, 
By this the Boy to imitate growes faine, 


Joſeph in all, for hope of Joſephs gaine ; 
It rg any thing Could habe kim doc, 
Say Ioſeph Cid it, he would docit too, 
If he from any ill would him retaine, 
Say Ioſeph would not do't, hewould refraine 
All which he ſo well ordered, that in fine, 
The Boy was meaſur'd all by Ioſephs Line, 
And Iacobio delighted therewithall, 
He leaues his couch and comes downe to the Hall, 
Where euer Penammn his darling deare, 
Was ready with hispratling him:to cheare, 
Till inthe end his lone ſo on him ſet, 
Makes him all griefe for Joſephs lofle forget : 
And plcaſure take in Beu1a191m now morc, - 
Then h: in Io/eph euerdid before. 
So doth one for his wife oft weepe and crie, 
As, after her, he would not liue but die, 
Fot beares his meat, till time of mourning paſt, 
T hen cheares hisſpirits, and falsto his repaſt, 
And (uddenly a ſecond mariage proues, 
Whome he more dearely then the former loues, 
And ſo his deare affeRion on herſers, 
Re all his former forrowes quite forgets, 
Thus l1u'd old Zacob many happy yeares 
With Bexramn, but wiſely he forbeares 
Him to adueriture onceout of his fight, 
Leſt as goed loſeph him befall it might. (paſt, 
Tweluerimes through all the Signes the Swnne had 
And now through Germ was making baſt, 
When he more kindly on his Paramore 


The Earth did ſhine, then cyer heterofore : 
VVhich 
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The ſecond Broleef Toſeph 19 
Which m3de the ſuperſtitious Catanite 
Adore ihÞ Planet, as a God of mighr,' 

And by Religion of his owne deuibting, 

To worſhip the Swave-ſetting,well as riſmg, 
And amongſt other their lauentions yaine, 
Dan I:abus to leaue Delos Ile thity faine, 

To court che Nsmph of ſordane for his Bride, 
And her to honour with his ferrile'ſide. 
Therefore her Baxkes he richly doth adorne, © 
And Hills and Valleyes fills (o thicke with Corne, 
The cared Lands feeme a continued plaine, + 
V Vholc cares of Cotne ſtoope to the grennd againe, 
And the proud of the honour of his rayes, - 
Her bolome all with fragrant flowres begayes, 
The more him with ſiveer favours to delight, - 
And ſceme more faire embelliſht in his fight : 


V'Vhich made the Hills and Dales to laugh and fing, 


And all the Birds with iweeteſt warbeling, 
V Vith them to tune ſweet ditties to his praiſe, 


V Vhole heat and Light diuides the nighe from daies, 


Seu'n times this Gyan? his full courle had run, 
And ended, where his trauell he begun, 
V Vhillt Tordans Nimph continues in his grace, 
V Vhich Canaan made the happyeſt fruirfull place 
Ofall the Regions, where Swnnes fertile heate, 
Doth cauſe the gaborey with Ioy to ſweate, 
Bur as we alwaics after Drowth ſee Raine, 
Warre after Peace, and after Pleaſure Paine, 
So after plenteous and fruicfull yeares, 
Great famine,want;and ſcarcitie appeares 
In Cex44ns Land ; For ſewn yeares being paſt 
Of Plenty ; Famine all th: world doth waſt, 
T herefore, they rhat of late Sols mariagefain'd, .. 
New of his wrath and Tesloufie complain'd, 
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Thar he which with his Beames latecheriſhed 
All fruits, the Earth in fruitfull boſome bred. 
£ Was ſoinflam'd with Iealouke and Ire, 
As if he all the Earth would fer on fire : 
So as he either would her ſeedes not daigne 
Wb / To quicken, or if that the hopetull graine 
[FL Promis'd a fruitfull harueſt at the laſt, 
M1 | He in his fury all would burne orblaft, 
Thus did thoſe heathen of Geds wonders fable, 
And yainly conſtrue his workes admirable. 
But good old 1/reel who, like Lilly-white 
 C9Ss| - Among the zhernes, tear'd God and did vpright, 
WF F140» | The glory they did to the Creature giue, 
=” 7 Gaue the Creator, wo doth euer line, 
And looking to the Author of this ſtore, 
For this his greater plenty, honours more. 
And takes the Famine for a Chaſtiſement 
To man for {inne, that ſo he might repent. 
Bur as the plenteous ſtore did nothing breede 
But Pride and Follies vaine in C:n44ns ſcede, 
(Exccſltue rioting, Luſt, Drunkennefle, 
Amongſt therich : Niceneſſeand 7dlenefſe 
Among the poorc: who ſwiniſhly eu'n all 
The Acornes eate, but looke not whence they fat], 
Conſuming all the Corne their land them beares, 
Not laying vp leaſt ore for dearer yeares, 
Rut loathing and defpiſing courſer graine, 
Tranſport it as ſuperfisousfor their gaine, 
So when the Earth denidelike ſtore to bring 
All fall ro grudging and to murmuring, 
And Ss! whom, they fo bonourd at the firſt 
For his high fauours, for his Fury.curſt: 
' Ard theſe which late fo plenteouſly were fed 


Jathe firſt yearezareliketo erue for bread , E 
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The ſecond Booke of Toſeph, 21 


Yea holy Faces though he were exempt 


From (anaaxzs ſinnes, yet in their puniſhment 


Doth beare his ſhare, and now for want 


of Bread 


He feares the ruine of himſclfe ard ſecde, 


And though he ſole relyeth on Gods er 


ace, 


Of which he had pood tryall in like caſe, 
Negle@s no meanes to make ſupply of ſtore. 
But thus beſpcakes his ſonnes, [ hercrofore, 
When pleaty in your kields did lo abound, 
Wiſht that a man amongſt you night be foung, 
Who wiſely would for future wants prouide, 


But folly tis for Hed. I-wiſt to chide, 

We heare ther's ſtore of Corne 19 Fg yp: 
Yet one doth gaping on another ſtan; 
Oh haſt you q 


To ſave aliue vs and our Family, 


. 


land, . 


ther Bread from thence to buy, 


The brethren ten, (for Jaceb would notfend 


Downe Bemamm with them) do ſoone d 


elcend 


To Egypt, where neare Memphis on the way 
A graue old Sage they overtake in gray, | 
Who feem'd by his graue geſtures and nis motions, 


Tobea Hermit, now at his denotions, 


As ]{aacke going out one Eun to pray, 


Seeing his ſeruant lizhting on the way, 


With faire Rebecea vaild, and allher traine, 


Left his deuotions them to entertain; 
Eu'n ſo this Sage, whole eyes on heauen 


As they would thither ere his body haſt, 


were plaſt, 


Seeing theſe gentle ſtrangers there alight, 


Ard him to muruall courcefie inutte, 


Leaves his denotions,and of them enquires, 


(Knowing they Hibrewes were by their 1 
In their owne lanoua 
Which truc wes 


C ; 


ttires) 


oe, what, and whence they are, 


nly they to him declare: 


And 
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22 Theſecrondbooke of Toſeph. 


And farther tell him that a famine ſore 


Had now conſum'd their Corve and all their ſtore, 


Compelling them from Cana4y to goe downe 


To F-2 ypt,where they knew none. nor were knowne, 
LY z y ; 


Therctore ſaith Ryben,may we you requeſt 
Vs ſtrangers to ii. forme, as you may beſt, 
Of your condition firſt, next of your king, 
Your countrey, and your forme of gouerning: 
And if, as Fame reports, hert's ſtore of graine, 
Ard how and where we may the ſame obtaine, 
For here, eu'n as at home, we ſce all waſt, 


 Nefuture harveſt, norleaſt figne of Paſt, 


And thereforewith' my brethren I defire 
To know the cauſe of what we ſo admire, 


- Withont a See time or a Har weſt, Plentie, 


And G4rners fall, although the fic}ds be emprie. 
Brethren ſaid 7y;ſmegtſt, for ſo he hight, 

I firſt muſt here lay open to your ſight, 

That Being's h1s goodntſſe Powey and Prowidence: 

By which we hate Motion, Being,Senſe, 

Who,the firft cauſe of all, doth things diſpeſe 

By Sccoxd, theſe we feegthat keepes hecloſe: 

Lam a Prieſts and Princes eldeſt ſonne, 

For Prieſts atid Princes are in Egypt one, 

And to the Surne,as was our countrey guize, 

Was conſecrate to offer Sacrifice, 

Great Triſmegiſius was mine anceſter, 

A King, a Pre, and a Philoſopher: 

Soone as my Tongue mens words could imitate, 

And, though with little ynderſtanding, prate, 

My parents me inſtrugrto learne by heart 

Therules of #i/ſedome, and the lawesof Art, - 

The aſpeRs of the Srarres,their ſeuerall wayer, 


 Coniunftions,Qrders, Futerpoſmgs, Stages, 
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The ſecond Booke of Ioſeph. 23 
pl __ Birds Beafts intrailes, and in fine, _ 
All that might make with them a ſound Divine, 0 
And well I profited, for ere leaſt haire ET | 
OfSiluer, with my Golden did appeare, #8 as / 
Thewiſeſt, 1of all my Pzeres was deem'd, #14 
And moſt in Temple and in Court elteem'd: 3 
Could beſt of all expound the hardeſt Theames, 1 
Tell men their Fortunes, and interpret Dreames : 
Thus Ithe Oracle was many a yeare 
Of Egypt, and of ai] the Countricsneare 3 | 
Till that high Wiſdome which things future knowes 
As pref ene, Them DY Dreames to Pharoh {howes. 

Faft by 4 Riner fide htm thought he ſtood, | 
Whence came vp ſeu'rffat Kine, well fleſht and good, 
And other ſeu'nill-fauour d Leane, that howre 
Came vp, and all the faire ones did denoure : 
Againe, he ſlept, and ſaw ſeu neares of Corn: 
On one root, well-ſet ranke, and goodly borne, © 
Which ſeuen thin blaſted, ſpoild and eate vp cleane, 
Then Pharob wak'd, and lo | it was a dreame, 
The Morning come, and he fore troubeled, 
His Senrhſayers are all afſembeleJ, 
Phayoh thereof to vs makes declaration, 
But not a man can giue th'inrerpretation. 
Our Spheres, Spels, Circles, Birdes, nor Sorceries 
H1d power to diſcernetheſe Myſteries: 
Then Pharoh mou'd, and thenceforth gricuing ſore, 
Forbeares his mente, and comes abroad no more: 
Vatill his Butler, rais'd againe to grace, 
Who had forgot his fiend in wretched caf, 
Till twicerwelue times the Moon with borrowed light, 
Had fill'd her hornes (for friends once out of light, 
Are ew'n as ſoone out of a Courtiers minde, 
&« Such Curtche in Court molt Schollers finde): 

| C 4 Thus 
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Thus ſaid to Pheroh,Sir you cannot yer 
Chule but remember, how you did commit 
Me and your Biker to your Stewards wardy* 
For ſome miſdeeds,whi ch you of vs had beard: 
Where in the Priſon we a young man found, 
In whom diuineſt wiſedome did abound, 
For we a ſencrall Preame had in a.night, 
Which told to him, to vs he rexd/aright; 
The Bker to the Gallowes, 1 ro Grace 
Should be reſtor'd, ard all in three dayes ſpace: 


"This of our Dreames thinterpreration was, 
All which you ſaw moſt truely came to paſſe, 


Thus znds the Butler ; £ha740þ glad ro keare 

Of ought mighteaſe his longing,wiſhd him there, 
Who quickly ſent for, ſhau'd,appareld white, 

As him became to ſtand in Phurchs fight, 

Heard, and as ſoone his Dreame did right expound, 
Vhich by nine yeares experiencerrue 1s found, 
For theſe ſeau*n faire Kine and rayke goodly eares, 
He did interpret ſea'n fat frunfull yeaves, 
Theſen'n fx ſterued which did them denower, 
Seu'n yeares of famine. In a lucky hower 

For Egypt: for thus tore we vp did Jay 

In fruitful yeares, againſt this ewill day : 


And not fole happy for our temporaii ſtore, 


But ſp:rituall: For many who before 

(Long led in jgnoranceand errour bliad, 

Till they Gods Truth by good experience find) 

To ſtones and ſtockes,Summe, Moone, and Starres Cid fall - 

Now worthip God the maker of vs all : 

Of which, for cuer (blefled be his name) 

A thankfull one I, though th'ynworthieft, am, 

And having all y gine waldly woyes forſaken, 

Now to dewotion ſole my (clfe beraken, þ5. 
| US 


1] S©& 


* o 


The ſecond Booke of Toſeph. 25 
Thus ends the Sage: When 1udb, holy Sire, 
Hearing ghy'words, Gods goodnefle we admire, 
Happy (Mp Gcd hath kindled in thy breaſt, 
T he holy Fire rheſe'flames doe manifeſt : | 
But tell vs whar became of that great Sage 
Which of ſuch ſore and famine did preſage: 
Yoatold vs how the Butler him negicReJ, 
But how hath Phayoh his deſert reſpeRed ? 
For great ones, for the moſt part, doe deſpiſe 
The poore,though they be ne're ſo iuſt and wiſe : 
And rheugh the Land is by their wiſcdomes guarded, 
They are nor long reſpet&d orrewarded. 
That's tend, ſaith Triſmegiſs, for which I told 
Thereſt, When as King Pharon did behold 
Such hcaun'ly wiſedome, in ſuch youthtull yeores, - 
(For ſ(carle fix Luſtres in his face appeares,) 
Whio counſelPd him with ſpeede for to prouide, 
A man of vnderſtanding, that might guide 


His vnder Officers, through all the Land, 

To ttore vp plenty vnder Pharobs hand : 

The fifth part e'un of all cheir Corne and (eede, 
To feede his people tn the time of neede : 

The ſaying ſcem'd ſo good in Pharobs eyes, 
Avd all his Serrents, that they ſocne deuife, 
(Bccauſe no manin Egypt could be found, 

in whoa the Spi;it of God did ſo abound) 

To place him ouer 2'l his houſe and Land, 
That ail might beeuw'nas ke ſhould command, 
Tis now he with the King 1s all as one, 

He only fits above him in his T9707, 

Him then molt ſumpruouſly apparelling, 

He made the Loyd and Keeper of his Rwvz, 

The which ke vſed, as the publique Sele, 

Fax al! his private ſtate and Common-wedle ; 


26 TheſecondBookesf Toſeph. 
And in his ſecond Charet bravely plac'd, 
And with the higheſt princely honour gra 
This is the Man hath ſtor'd vp inthe Lani 
Great heapes cf Corne,in number like the 54 
For as the S«nds cannot be numbered, 
No more the Plenty he hath gathered. 
Now twice the Sunehath his full courſe nigh paſt, 
Since all our Lands haue barren lien ard waſt ; 
Nilys no more our Fields hath watered, 

Nor ferti]e dewes our fruits have cheriſhed : 
And now the dearth mn all the rand is ſore, 

As well amongſt the Richeſt as the Poore ; 

'I he Garners open'd are, and thence is fold ; 
Grear ſtore of Corne 3 Nor doth this Prince withhold 
From ſtrangers his Prouiſion, For well.ny 

All Rrgrons hether come them Corne to buy: 


* 
-_ 
* 4 


T his man will you for Money Corne afford, For 
For he's wiſe,gentlejuſt, and feares the Lord: | Isp 
Bur, whilſt the Segetothem this tale relates, Anc 
They vnawares approach neere Memphys gates, Vn 
Then to his Cell returnes the aged Sore, For 
They haſt into the Citie to enquire Is 1 
More of that Prince, by whom the Corne was ſold, WW 
Where they their Brother though vnknowne, behold, - 
Lo 

| | Gr 

The end of the ſecond Books of Toſeph, he 


old 


| Whoſe Prudence, honour, glory and renowne, 
| Through all the habitable Earth js knowne, 
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Ow is the time thatall the Sheawes muſt bend 
To cne, how rais'd on high vpon his end, 
The Swnne, Moone, & Starres eleven mult now 
To him they meanely eclt accounted, bow, 
For Ioſeph row by due deſert and right, 


* Is plac'd imhonowrs Chariot ſhining bright, 
| Andall the Corne, the Treaſure of the Lad, 


Vndcr his folediſpoling and Command : 

For this ſame 1-/eph which the Hebrewes ſold, 

Is he of whom great Triſmegiſt erlt told : 

\Vho Corne had heav'd vp numbeilcſle like and, 
And was the Ruler ouer Eg ypes land, 

When lo ! che brethren tenne before him brought, 
Low bowing to the ground, him thus beſovght : 
Great Lord ! whole wiſdowe and deferucd grace 
Gine's thee in Egypt ewathe ſecond place, 


Vouchlafe to vs thy Seruantsnow ſuch graces 

As thou haſt done to many in our Caſe : 

We Brethren all, one mans Sonnes, come to buy 

Corne to rclecue v8 and our Family, | 
She Except 
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28 Thethird Bookeof Toſeph, 
Except we by thy Clemencie be fedde, 
We and our Recemuſt die for want of Bread, 


The Lord of Eg ypt then who them did know, - 
But was vaknown, Himſelf ſtrange rough doth ſhow, 


And now remembring well his Dreames of late, 
For which theſe, that thus honour, him did hate, 
Thus anſwers: Sce | you haue a faire pretence, 
To buy you Corne ard ViRuall from hence 
But you are come into the Land as Spies, 

To ce wherein our firength and weakeneſle lics : 
TI'| like ten Brethren ſhould fo farre deſcend+ 
None left at home ther houſes to Eefend, 

Or arc you all withonta houſe or hone, 

And mafterlefſe about the Countrie rome? 

© Truly, faith Iudah, we tweluc Brethren bee, 
All one mans ſonnes, of which thou ten doll (ee, 
Theleaſt, at home, doth with his Father ſtay, 
But no man knowes,where th'other is this day : 
To bny foode are thy Serwents hither core, 

For vs and for our Familjes at home: = 


By this, faith then the Prixce,the truth 1'le know, 


Whether you, as [ ſay, be Spyes or no: 

For, by the life of Fharoh, no man home 

Shall goe, before your younger Brothcr'come : 

Take them to Priſen,till his comming tryes 

The truth : By Pherohs bfe you are bur Spyes. 
Then he three dayes commicteth them to ward, 

Whilſt of an anſwer they themſclurs prepar'd, 

Thus, as Gods Miniſter and Subitirute, 

He vengeance on their finnes doth retribute, 

Sinnes now forgot, becauſe fo long lince paſt, 


But though Gea's low, hepayes them home ar laſt : 
Yea then, when they themſelues thinke moſt ſecure 


For Jſephs wrongs, he pay's them home and ſure, 
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Happy who make right vſe of Chaſtiſement, 
Which is to hate, forſake Sinne, and 3 

Bur, they in Priſon, Teſeph doth aduiſe 
Alone with God, how he may beſtdeuiſe, 

Them for their foule offences to correQ, 

And yet his aged Father not negleR, 

\Vhom faine he would relecue with ſtore of graine, 

But fcares his Brethren will nor come againe. 

The third day therefore, thus faith Ioſeph, heare, 

Doe this and live; for I the Lord doe feare : 

If you be true men, as you all aftirme, 

Leaue cone man bound, the reſt all homereturne, 

Wirch Corne forgo releeue your Family, 

Then bring your brother, And not one ſhall dyc, 

But rraftique here a3 true men in the Lend, 

And I will free your Hoſtage from his Band. 

His word preuail'd, But they in conſcience 

Prickt for their cruelty, and foule offence, 

Leng fince commirted *gainſt this Lord vnknowne, 

And thinking God now payes them with their owne, 

Thus one to other to complaine begin , 

Ah ! how did weazainſt our Brother finne, 

When his Soules anguiſh did to vs appeare, 

And he beſought vs,yer we would not heare : 

Therefore on ys,this trouble now doth fall, 

When Ruben thus ; oh ! did I not you all 

Not to offend againit the Laddefire, 49 Fa 

And now you ſee God doth his bloud require : 
Lirtle thinke they that 7e/eph by doth ſtand, 

And all their ſpeechesplainly vnderſtand, 

Who turnes and weepes, yet ſoone returnes againe, 

So Friends affiions teares from friends conſtraine, 

Then taking Simeon he him binds with bands 

Before their eyes : And ſecretly commands, 


10 


zo Thethird Bookeof Toſeph, 
To fi!l their Sacke with-Prouender and Graine, 
And put their Money in theic Sackes againe : 
So they returne with Conſcience tiring more, 
"Then all the Miles from Nile to Iordanes ſhore, 
As when tenne hotſe men touing out for prey, 
L oic one of their dexre fc[lowves by the way, 
Though with rich Speiles they to the campe returne 
A!l tor him loſt, lift yp their voice and mcurne ; 


So mourne thele Brcth1 en nine for Simeons chaine, 
T hcir brothers loffe was greater then their gaine : 


- 


But when G44 in the Inz;e his Sacke vnbindes L 
For Proucnder, and there his money findes, T 
Their he2rts them failing, all are ſore affraid, 

That thcy as $'meon hikev iſe were betraid $ - 


Ah ! Whar, ſay they, hath God vpon vs broughe 
For ail the wickednefſ which we haue wrought ? 
This thing vpon vs all is tuſtly come, * 

But z:.oft cpecially on Simeen:; 

Who was the cruelleſt, and rather would 
Haue 7»/eph {line z then to the Merchants ſold : | 
But when at home they to their Father tell 

All thac to them in Eg ypt had befell : 

And how thatrhey for Spyes were taken there, 
Impriſoned three dayes, and put in feare; 

And that the Manrhere ſtill kept Simeon bound, 
Till by inquiric all the Trurh he found: 

And (cceing al'o eu'ry man bring backe 

The money, which he carryed, in his Sacke : 

\ The good old man wis wondroufly affraid, 

That Simeoneu'n as loſeph was betraide:; 

And ſaid, my ſonnes you laugh mine age to ſcorne, 
You haue my Simron pawn'd or ſol 1 for Corne, 
Elſe where ſhould you prouide ſuch Rore of graine, 


And yet bring all your Moneys home againe? 
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The third Booke of Iloleph. 32 
But when they farther told him in. a word, 
How rough and ſterne they found th' Egyprien Lord 
And that their bringing Benjamin mult trye, | 
Whetheror no they came the Land to Spy z 
He thinkes they likewiſe ſecke him to depriue 
Of Bemantu, his dearcRt ſonne aliue 2: 
Wherefore he thus Laments and makes great mone, + 
H:s brocher's dead,and he is left alone; 
If miſchicfe him befall vpon the way, 
You bring my headto graue with ſorrow Bray 

The Dear:h grows great, Corn's ſpent, L«cop in yaine 
T hem bids for foode to Egypt halt againez 

We dare not ſee, ſay they, the Princes face, 

Except our youngeſt Brother be in place: 
We ſtraight will goe, ſo him with vs theu ſend, 
N But ah ! ſaith Jacob, what did you intend, / 
By telling of the man you had a brother ? 

Alas, ſaith Ind«h, how could we doe other 8 
He of our ſtate and kindred did inquire, 
Saying, whar liueth y et your aged Srre? 
Have you a Brother yer + we teld him (o, 
Ah ! how could we what he intended know ? 
Bur ſend the Lad with vs, we inſtantly | 
W1l bring you food for all your Family : 
I am his ſurety, him of me require, 
For euer let me beare thy blame and ire, 
Except | bring him backe : The fault is thine, 
Elſe we returned had the ſecond time. 
Father,ſaith Ruben, Ict my Scnnes be ſlaine, 
Except I ſafe doe bring him home agiine. 
” As in ſoms Siegewhen Famine growes ſo great, 

That Mothers their owne children deare doe car, 

ns One cloſe her deareFt Darling vp doth hide, 

" KLeftothers her compell is ro dude, 

But And 
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32 The third Booke of Toſeph. | 

And rather chooſeth eu'n to ſerue and pine, ; 

Then cleave her tender infant in the Chine : 

So when the Famixe now growes grieuous ſore 

In Zacobs houſe, and like itill to be more, 

He ſteruing rather chooſeth to abide, 

Then part with his deare darling from his fide ; 

But when he ſaw himſelfe, and all his race 

With deareſt Beniamin, in cqua!l caſe, 

That all for want of Becas muſt cage dy, q 

Exceptfrom Eg ypt they had new ſupply ; 

He fd tO hee cher Kees it os by {c, 

A preſent of my hands take cre you goe, 

Balme, Spice, and Myrrhe with beſt fruits of the land, 

"Take likewiſe double money in your hand, 

And that brought backe returne, as it is right, 

Ie may beit was but ſome oner-fight, 

And take your Brother with you, and ariſe, 

God fend you fauour in the Princes eyes. 

To free my Simeon, and this my delight, 

Thus of my Children I am robbed quitc : 

With that he poured out a floud of teares, 

But hungry Stomackes had nor cyes nor eares, 

But tooke the Spice and money in their hand, 

And haſte with Bexzamin to Eg "vots Land, 

From Hebron, three daycs lourney. paſſe they right 

To Memphis, where they lodged all that night, 

Early 'n.the morning, when as 7o{eph fate, 

Difpatching Suitors and affaires of State, 

Amongſt the other ſuitors in the Hall, 

He firſt one of his Brethren (pyes, then all ; 

But moſt his deareſt Beniamir he ei'd, 

And therefore bids his Steward loone provide, 

And tak* thoſe Hebrewes to ſome priyate roome, 

For he would haue them dine with him at noone 0 
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The third Booke of Toſeph; 33 

'Tis fit that thoſe whom God to Place doth call, 
Should be to ſtrangers kind and hoſpirall. 
Then brought ro Io/ephs houle, they are affraid, 
The money ro their charges ſhould be laid. 

When I«dah chus : The money we did finde. 
In our Sacks mouths, when we did them vnbinde, 
We haue brought backe, with money cke to buy 
New Corne for vs, and ail our Family : 

Peace, faith the Man, your F«ther's God you ſent. 
That treaſure, I was paid and well content. 
And forth-with Simeon out vnto them brought, 
Who each ſaluting other, as they ought, 
Enquire at firſt ot one anothers wealth, 
Bur Simeon chiefly of his Fathers health; 

Then are they to a ſtately Perlowr brought, 
All hang'd with curious Arras richly wrought 
By Iofſephs Bride, To whom he had made knowne 


# His Kindrcd, there in curious colcurs thowne, 


(For, as her Lord, fo ſhe no time miſpends, 

Butduely with her Maidges, her worke intends ; 

Lo! Ioſeph is the Paterne of her life, 

Thus a good Hsbard alwaics makes a wile ): 

The Delzge in the firlt peece was contain'd, F 

Where,but the Arke, nought on the flouds remain'd, 

But they abated, Lo ! rhere commeth forth, 

All liuing ceceping things ypoarhe earth, 

With ſuch varietie and cunning wrought, 

As plainer folkes them lining would kaue thoughr, 

So skilfull Ar: doth Natwrermitate, 

The Dogges doc ſeemeto runneghe Lambo bleate: 

Here Noab offreth on an Altar built, 

Of all cleaxe Beaſts to cleanſe finnes fruleſt gnalt ; 

Good Sem, Arphaxad, Selah (of whoſe race 

Came Heber, whence the Hebrewes) next had place, : 
| D An 
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34 Thethird Booke of Toſeph. 
And Pele next, who firſt diuides the Land, | 
. Kew, Serng, Nahor, Tarah next doe ſtand, 
From whence comes bleſſed Abraham, by whom 
| The bleſſed Seede of Sarahs wombe ſhould come: 
| Here Angels him ſalute, with God he walkes, 
And as two friends with God familiar takes, 
Here Sarah laughs to heire from her dry wombe, 
Secde like Sea ſands, all numberlefle, ſhould come 3 
Hrre Tſaxck's Cncoreld, Bere fſacrific'd 
By Faith, but fer his bloud a xambe ſuthe'd : 
Rebecca $kins on 1:c»bs hinds here cleaues, 
icre's Brother of his Bicſling he deceaucs ; 
And blelled, ſtraight flycs from his brothers wrath 
To 1:ban, where he both tus daughters hath $' 
Here he returnes, whom ſoone as L:bar miſles, 
With anger ke purſues, bur parts with kiſles : 
Here wre tles he with God, lo here he meeres 
His angry brother, who hum kindly greeres : 
Betore one Sheafe, here ten Shcaves (cen eto fall, 
Here Sz»hre,and Moone, and Starres, it worſhip all 
H reare ten Brethren playing in the ſhadowes, 
Vhillt all their Rockes are mowing of the Meadows, 
Like lincly Shepherds all doe dance and (ing, 
That Wocds and Hils with Ecchos ſeeme tore ; 
When comes a Childe in party-colourd Coat, 
Them to ſalute, bvr all flye to lis Throat, 
And like fo many Butchers *bout a Lamb, 
+ ecke to bereaue him from his deareſt Dan, 
Of all the ſtories they did there behold, 
This had moſt life . For 1:ſephs wifehad rold, 
With her owne hands, it here ſo cunningly, 
A man would thinke he faw the PifFurecry, 
And on his knees with vnf-ign'd Inweence, 
To begge his Lfe of rhe Malenelence, 
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This made heir eyes thoſe curious fights forbeare, 


And gaftly one vpon another ſtare, 
And {o amaz'd them, they now ſurgly thought, 
God all their wickednefſe to light had brought : 
But now that Jeſeph is return'd they heare, 
Therefore their Preſent ready they prepare. 
As Abram when he had recouered 

His Kinſman Ts, and Captives with him lee, 
Returning by the way with Bread and Wine, 
Was met by great Melchi2edek divine, 

And bl« fled, for that God now by his hand 
Had ſau'd the Frixce and People of the Lend ; 
Eu'n ſo goc d 7ofeph who by pains, nor ſword, 
Had ſau'd aliue th'Egyprians and their Lord, 
And daily trom fierce Famnee luccored 

Such as had died elfe for want of Bread, 

Was met with Preſents comming to his Hall, 
And bleſt as the Preſerwer of th:m all, 
Amongſt the reſt theſe Hebreweslouting low 


T heir Preſent offer him, who ſtraight would know, 


How they did all, and if their Father old 
Lin'd ſtill 12 health, of whom they laſt him told : 
And what is this your Brother young, ſaid he, 
Of whom you told mee ? They all anſiwer'd yea. 
God bleile my ſonne, faith 3/eph, and retires, 
To weepe for loy, now hauing his defires : 
But walhing's eyes and face, he doth refraine 
And to his Brethren ſoone rerturnes againe, 
So calls for meate,he by himſelfe alone, 
Th'Fg yptians by themſelues areplac'd each o 
His brethren by themſclues (For Eg yprs Nation 
Tocate with Hebrews deeme abhonunation) 
Are ranked as their ages doe require, 

Which made them this due order all admire ; 

D 2 
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To all then from his Board he mefles ſends, 
-Bur five ro one on Beniamins he ſpends, 
Lo thus they all eate, drinke, and made good cheare, 
Till they had drown'd all ſorrow, gricfe and care, 
Bur Joſeph ; who amidſt his feaſts doth minde 

Thoſe, that abroad for hunger ſteru'd and pinde 
Thinkes of his Father old, and doth command 
His Steward for to fill, ſtreight out of hand, 

The Hebrews (acks, ſo full as they can thruft, 
And put their moneys in their ſacks,as firſt : 

And in the youngett's ſacke his filuer Cup, 
Sointhe morning, e'ce the Sunne was vp, 

They with their Camels ladenareler go, 

But ere they thence are gone a mile or two, 

Vp gets the Stewar:, and them after hics, 
Whom oueretaking, thus aloud he crycs: 

Ah ! why haue you rewarded ill for geod © 

My Maſter of his Grace bath giu'n you food, 
Ard you his Gp wherein he drinketh wine, 
And wont to Prophecie and ro diuine, 

Puloined haue, oh it is cuill done, 

Gocd bir, faith R*ben, Thinke not any one 
Ot vs would doe ſuch thing : the money found, 

L aſt ume, when we our ſackes at home vnbound, 
Was broughtto thee againe, molt tru)y told, 
How ſhould we then or Siluer ſteale or gold ? 
Dyelet him wheteloeuer itis found ; 

Wee Bondmen to my Lord for ever bound. 

He ſaith the Steward, ſhall be bound, where weg 
The Cp ſhall finde, the cther ſhall goe free: 
Then taking downe their ſackes, they doe begin 
"To fearch from Ruben, eu'n to Beniamn, 

There was it found, then all their clothes rend, 
And vacke againe vntathe Citic tend, 
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As T heefes whe by the owner ouer-take, 


ace, Þ in freſh purſuit, with goods about thera take 
And brought before the I«dee, all mercy cry, 


Without defence, for ſuch their Felony : | "FR 
So they to Joſeph brought 3 before him tall, Me 18 
And only vnto him.for mercy call. | «3 | 48 
What haue you done, faith he, know you nor, I jt .. l 
Am able todiuine and Prophecic ? 3 // 


Ah! Iudah faith, what ſhall thy ſeruants ſay, 
Or dee? How can we cleare our.ſclucs this day ? 
God hath made plaine thy ſeruants wickedneſſe, 8 /+ 4 
Weare thy Bondmenall, we muſt confeile, 4 , 
As likewiſe he with whom the Cp was found, bg SAT 

Nay, God fotbid, ſaith Toſephyhe be bound 
Who had the Cp, The reſt depart in peace 
To your old Father, haſte, why doe you ceaſe. 

My Lord, faith 1ud«þ,we haue no defence, 
> Yct let me ſpcake one word without offence: % 

| At our laſt beeing heerejthou didſt inquire 

Of this our Brother, and our aged Sire, 

And we, thy ſeruants, true os 7 plainly told, 

We haue a Father which is very old, {2 

Who allo in his age begat ovr brother, | 2M 43/ 

The only childe aliue now of his mother, : | . 7 

His Brother's de1d, and therefore more belou'd, © T2: 

By this my Lord, then anſverd, ſhall beprou'd | . "© 1 ( 

The truth of all your ſayings, Bring him hither . \_ 

Thacl miy ſee the Brethren all together s | 4 

» Weanſiverd, if che Led ſhould but depart - -  " 
From his old F=they, It would kill his heart ; _ 
My Lordrepli'd, excepr he to this place = 3 4/ 
With you returne, forbeare to ſee my face ; 
We comming home, this to our Father ſhow, 
Who to buy Corne againe would haue vs goe, 
D ; But 
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a The third booke of Toſeph, 
But, wee replid ; except the Ld we place 
Before the Man, wee may not ſee his face : 
3 "TRA. - Ah ! ſaith our Father, you my ſennes well know 
SY | 27 "That I had by his Mother, onely two, 
+ One's dead, and gone, if this away you haue, 
You bring my head with ſorrow to the graue: 
Now if thou vs vnto my Fathey ſend, 
Without the Lad, on whom his dayes depend, 
Soone as our Father.miflerh him he dyes, 
And we be Authors of his miſerics. 
Beſides, I ſureticfor the Lad became, 
Ad if I bring him riot, muſt beare the blame : 
How ſhall I then my Fathers face behold, 
Without the Lad be there, except I would 
Bring on my Fathers houſe ſuch wrechedaefle, 
Asno mans Tongue isable to exprefle : 
With that like Jordaxes flouds histeares doc fall, 
And ashe wept, ſo wept his Brethren all. 

But Toſeph then no longer could refraine, 
But biddes forbeare, there may nor ene remaine 
Within with him, whilſt he himſelfe declares 
Vato his Brethren, with ſuch cryes and teares, 
That the Egyptians and Phareh heare . 
His loud laments, and ſcarcely can forbewme (ning : 
To mourne with him, who kept them all from moure 
Bur Toſeph to his Brethren ſoone returning, 
Saith, 1 am Ioſeph; doth my Father liue  - 
Feare not my Brethren, I you all forgiue, 

As when a Wn, that He diſcouer may 
Some traitrous plot, his body doth array 
In ſuch an habit, as none can deſcry 
Him from ene of that cloſe Conſpiracy, 
Ti!l hearing all the Traitours Coniurmg, 
He ſhewes kimſclfe to be their Lord and Kine < 
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The third Booke of Toſeph. 2g 
o that they all fland mute and in a maze, 
rd gaſtly one ypon another gaze: 
co ſtand the ren, one looking on another, 
0 ſee ſo high their jare betraicd Broy] er: 
hus at the laſt, the wicked men ſhall hide 
heir face at Hght of him they Crucifide, 
hen on his Throne his glory they behold 
ke loſephs, v ho ſhall like to him be fold, 
t Bem:amiz poore harmelefle innocent, 
fer he had endur'd this chaſtileme::r, | 
t hearing leſ-phs nawe lifts vp his eyes, 
nd lowder ao tor loy then Sorrow cryes : 
So ſhall the innocent at laſt appeare, 
To be abfolucd by their Brother deare. 
Then Tofeph faith, my Brethren all, draw neatc, 
I am your Prother loſeph, doe nor fearc, 
Thar very Teſeph you to Egypt fold, 
® Bur be not grecu'd therewith, nor doe it hold 
A crucll thing; for God reſent before, 
For to preſcruc your lines with millions more : 
T tus is the ſecond yeare, five are behinde, 
When none {hail reape, or mow, or} exuesyp binde, 
God ſent me ro preicue your Progeny, 
And ſuc you by a great deliuery : | 
Not you, [ ſay, bur God me hither ſent, 
And made me here, to your aſtoniſhment, 
Great Pharo//'s Father,and $1u'n free command 
Ore all his Honſe, and over all his Land, 
Raſt ro my Father ; Tell himin a word, 
Thus faich thy Teſeph, God hath made me Lord 
Ot Fgypr : Tarry nor, but ſoone come downe, 
AnJ thou ſhale dwell on Geſhens fruitfull downe : 
Thy Childrea, Childrens children, and thy Eocke, 
Beaſts, Afcs, Care's, all thy ſtore ard flocks : 
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go Thethirdbookeof Toſeph. 

Lothere [ſuſtenance for thee will finde, 

| For thoſe fue yeares of Fame yet behinde $ 

Your owne eyes ſee, and Bexramins behold, 

I all in your ovwne tongue haue truly told, 

My glory here then to my Father tell, 

As yuwhaue ſeenc, and hitherhaſt ro dwell, 

So weeping he vpon the necke doth fall 

Of Peniaman. and he on his, fo all 

He kiffes, and doth after with them talke, 

Familiatly, as they together walke, { 
As when a Tre«ſure in the earth is found, 

Fames Trumpet doth it farre and neere reſound, 

So Fame this newes in Pharohs Court doth tell, 

Which pleaſed him and all his ſeruants well : 

Therefore he thus to Joſeph,out of hand 

Thy Brethren ſend with Corne into their Land, 

To þring their Father and his family, 

Thar they may eate my Lends fertilitie- 


2. Beſidcs, I will my Charrers thou command 
| jo For to conuey your Father to my L4nd, 
of OI With Wiues and Children,lert them leaue their ſtuffe, 


F > yþt ſhall furniſh chem with ſtore enough. 
Then Þſepb, haſting then away to ſend, 
Pexce by the way doth thus tothem commend : 

] will not now things paſt: cemmemorate, 
Your griefe and ſorrow more to aggrauate : 
For Gedhatk turn'd your morxeof griefe and faaueſſe, 
Vnro a day of Feaſting, hy, and eleeſſe, | | 
Yer patiently my lowung Connell heare, 

Ard, by your former harmes, lexrne to beware ; 
Ler nor that wicked Enuyer of mankinde 

Breede diſcords, ſtrifes, or quarrels ia your minde, 
Nor queſtion or diſpute one with another, 
Who's molt in f:ult for ſelling of your Grother : 
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The third Booke of loſeph. 41 
Each of tus finne vnfainedly repent, | F | 
And giue God glory, who me hither ſent, 

And all the ewill you againſt me thought, 

Turning to good, this pou deliuerance wrought, 

I ſend now Charrets by the Kings command, 

To bring my aged Father to this land: 

Tn Aﬀes laden all with; Egyprs good, 

I likewiſe ſend my father for tis tood: < 
And ten ſhe- As lade with corne and/bread, 
That by the way, you may thereot be ted: 

(hanges of Rayment | to eactrafligne, 
Thele f:4e my deareſt Bemiamm ace thine; 

Vith theſe three hundred filuer pe eces 2 So. 
He hath his right, yet you no wrong Tdo. 
Let not your eye, cauſe I am good, bell, - 4 
"Tis reaſon good enough to (ay, I will: 
F Yet Nature may informe youof another, 
* He is my onely brother by my mother, 
Enuy him not, becauſe he in mine eyes 
Moſt gractous is, nor ſhall he you deſpile. 
fe, Brethren, in love and amitie combind, 
Arelike ſmall ſtickes we in a fagot bind: _, 
No force them bends, whilft chey remaine in one: 
Difhoynd, a child will breake them all alone. 
H it; Fare-you-well;fall nor one by the way 
\oftend againſt my Father by your ſtay, 
t, L o! thus they flie rom Nileto Iordans ſhore, 
| Torell their Father al! you heard before. 
| Ifephivyertalive, ſaith Tudeb, and 

Is Gonernor of all King Pharehs land: / 
Alas! aich T:ros come you me to flout, 

Tejepi row Tiues in heau'n, I make nodoubr, 
He was the Prey lons Gigce of cruell bealt, 
I hayc þns bloody Care till in my cheſt. 
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_ Conhrm'd it all for Truth: 23chold within, 


Ah! ſaith Danxo Gods glory weconfeill, 
Lohath laid ovenallour wickednefſc) 
That we our brotker our of enuy fold, 
When we at Dothan paſtured our feld, 
To Ihmaeltres, who atter for their came, 
In Egypr,where we found hin,told againe: 
His colourd Coate which doth with thee abide, 
We diptin bloud, our tovleft finne to hid; ; | E '$}; 
Lo! now thy ſo.nes on kares before thee tall, , 
And for this our offerce beg j ardon al!: 
Ioſeph voaskd, our rrefpaſied:d remit, 
T herefore good father alfo pardon it, 
As Indi, merchant on the ſodamne rold, 
His ſhip is ſafe arriu'd all 1ad- with gold, 
Whichlong fince to be caft away he teard, 
Becauſe he neuer ridings of her heard, 
Firſt wauers, and it hard!y can beleeuc, 
Fearing left he too ſodainecredente give, 
But when he ſees the Porters bringing 1n 
The golden Ore,and Inzots,doth begin 
Fer to reuiue : Eun ſo old Iſrael 
Miſdoubts, when firſt he heard his children tl} 
Of Io/ephs life and glory greatar Niles 
Pur when he thus had wauered awhile, * 
And ſaw the goodly charrers loſeph ſent, 
To bring hum and his heuſhold frem their rent 
To Fg ypt; and his deareſt Benranim + | 


The od mans (p:rirdoith againe reyive 
And cryes with loy : Ieſeph is yet aliue, 
God pardon youall your Iniquirie, 

I will 20e downe and ſeehim crc I die, 


The end of the third Brake of Teſepi, | 
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Ow tacobs tents abound with ſuch great fore 
Of corne,which they had wanted hereto!orc; 
As it God had heau'n's windows opened, 
And to his choſen thence had rained bread: 
Wiich he as lib'ralty participares, 
” Vnto his Neighbore rs and Confederates 
© Of whom then taking leaue, ſoere as he might, 
Hero Berſhev4 tourneycd that night, 
| Full ewemy nalles; where freed trom heather, eyes, 
Hero his God might offer ſacrifice, h 
And faith thus to his ſonnes 3 (his 1s the place, 
Wherethe F gyptian Agar firſt found 2race, 
= When as Gods Angell made her ſee the well. 
Which ſau'd the lite of her and Iſhmael, 
Here lee vs vp to Godan Altar reare 
For ſacrifice ;thac God which did appearc 
To Abraham and T/aacke,allo may 
Tovs appeare as well vpon our way, 
Ard in our lourney vsdire&arighi: 
Then in a Dreame and Yifon of the night, 
When ſleepe his bodyes ſenſes ſerzcd all, 
C0d to his Soule doth Jacop, Iareb, call. 


oy ; 
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I 7m the God vnto thy fathers knowne, 
Then feare not into Eg ypt to go downe, 
For I will poe with thee, and make thee there 
A mighty people : Therefore do not feare, 
But they ſhall come agame: And loſephs band 
Shbab; cloſe thine eyes wm the Eg yptian land, 
Then early from Berſheba all aroſe, 
And in the aggons all themlclues diſpoſe, 
(Sixty ſeu'n which with Joſeph and his ſonncs 
Beforcin Egypt iuſt to ſeu'nty comes) 
Leauing the high montanous craggy hills | 
Ot Pharan,neare th'Arebian rocky ſhells 
Vpon their left hand; bend downe,on the cight 
To that which the Egyptian ſea is light, 
Wherea plainc way trom thence to Egypt ould es 
Ore Siboy, which from Cana:n it divides 
By South, as great Euphrates doth diuide 
Chaide, by North, from Candans truitfull fide. 
Here lacob, who doth all occaſions take, 
Gods promile certaine to his ſonneg to make, 
Thustells them: By this Riuer's is bordered 
The land God promiſed to Abrams ſeede; 
eg From this Egyptian Riner, all the lax:ls' 
TEE x.Kia. 4.21, Arcgiu'n vs, eu'nto great Euphrates (ands, 
ak A King of Indahs ſeed oneday ſhall raigne 
"F< Gen.r5.18 Ore all from Sibor, to the riucr 1:4mez 
THIS. 4 there $ihoy on South, ſhall border Tubs fide, 
be river of Eupbrates,Dan : ſo ſure +#wGod did guide 
© Eee. leſephto Egypt to rms vs graine, 
— RX Aattieſs Hero this land will bring vs backe againe: 


: 


2g called, Then by this Prouerbe men ſhali vnderſtand, 
pl From Dan vnto Ber/beba all the land, 

Oh how can you incredible this deemet 

Who haue in Egypt, Tofiphs glory ſeene; 
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hat harder was then this wo bring to paſle: 
his promj{d, but that nzuer hoped was, 
Then, fording Sibor, they through Kedar paſt, 
\ countrey barren, ſauage, wild and waſt, 
all'd ſo of Keder, ſonne of 1/omael: Boscns 
ere Iacob cke occafion ſeckes to tell 3efF 
Df Gods great goodneſſe,them a laxdtogiue, 
Nor fruitleffe, barren, where the dwellers liuc, 
\5 here, of Couin,Rapine, Theft and ſpoile, 
But a moſt pleaſant and well watered ſoyle, 
'here plenty both of corne and wine do grow, 
Aland which doth with Milke and Honey flow. 
Belides, whar cauſe haue we our God to praiſe, 
Who vs conduQts throgh theſe moſt dangerous wales, 
midft theſe Robbers, without feare or dread, 
As late he at Bey{heba promiled. | 
There was a cittic,buult of coſtly matter Called 0- 
FA goodly outhde, butit wanted water, ſtraczna or 
Like to a lampe, that ſhinerk faire and bright, Chexes, 
Bur wants the Oy}e,that ſhould maincaine rhe light: 
Or like ſome ourfide gallants complement, 
That lacks minds inward grace 4 ornament, 
From Kedar pafling towards Cas mount, 
They vp vnto a goodly citty mount, 


Where ftood a goodly remplededicate, 6 FF 

To ; Eq: Cain nominate: P-- (Wn Bi 
Not that huge mount which doth in Syrz« lie, Bin li © & 
Which one reports to be neare foure mules high, no 

This citty eu'n on Eg ypts border ſtands, | I 


And is the vemoſt of the Hagerian lands, | 

Here Iacob grieues at the abhomination 

Of his neare kindred, and his neighbour nation 
His vockle 7/omael, who with him came. 

By Hager, fromthe loynes of Abraham, 


And 
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And in his ficſhreceiu'd the Circumciſion, 
Bur falne ro foulelt heatheniſh ſuperſtirion., , 
Oh my deare fonnes! beware; I ſpeake to all, 
Hou you td foule 1dolarry doe fall, 
Leaurng that Ged, which made the heau'ns alone, 
To worthip Idoles made of wood and ſtone; 
And, by re:g10n of mans yainedeuiſing, 

Agore Moone, Planet>=24yres, Fire and Sun-rifng, 
How a:c v e bound, aboue all other nations, 

I'o blelle Gad for qur often preſeruations! 

P.ut molt torthar God vs kath giu'n his lizht, 
And cl:o{en vs to worlhip bim aright, 
This 1d»le, whom chele heathen Caſs name, 
Wuh Hermon Jupiter's the very ſame, 

ſn (41449 Worktupts eun that curſed Cham, 
From whence the C4n4nites reccive their name, 
Whom holy Neahb in malitious pride, 
As 1amael 200d Ya4che, did deride. 
Now fue times had Auroras trefles bright 

Chaſcd avay the ſhadowes of thenighr, 

Smce 1406 came from Hebron with his traine, 
And now was tournying on his way againe 
T > Egype, when thus R«byn Joth begin, 


_ That place where we laitledved is the In, 


Where G44 his'money in his facke did finde, 
When he tor Prouender did it vabinde, 

Le there b« fore vs is the fruitful] downe 

Of Goſhen; there abone is Ram'fis towne:: 

Mort one wor epleaſanc, ſpacious, frutfuil plaine 
For paitwe ts in all the wo: ld avaine, 

Chue tharohs pleaſure is, that we ſhall k-cpe 
Our Camels, Afles, all our flockes and ſhcey: : 
Nor ten mutcs therce are thoſe rwo citries great, 


Whick Pharol houlds for his Imperial} Seate. 
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The one call'd On, Egypt's Metropolss, t 

The other Memphis, whoſe large circuit is 

By meaſure ſeuentecrie miles and moreabout, 

Burt 0# 1s three miles larger our of doubt; 

One with three chouland paces meaſure may, 

Berwixt theſet wo huge cnties, the midway, 

} here's loſephs county houle, wheuceto the court 

He at his eaſe and pleaſure may reſort. 4 

Whether rhe King l; e arh1s Memphtan Bowers, 

Or in his ſtately 0s more princely Towers: 

It God ſhall guide vs on onr lourney right, 

Thou mayR tce yer thy Jofephs face erenyht. 

Then 1acob (ends ou: T«dahb, trom that place 

To le/eph, ri. htly ro dire@the face” | _ 

Of 1acoh, and of all his fonnes and traine, 

And baſten backe to bring iam word agane, 
Then IJeph takes his Chariortfor to meece, 

His aged farther, and him due!y greere: 

As when good Tacob at Mahansvna mer 

Gods hoſt, in order ike an Army let, 

When E/au threarned his lait ouerchrow, 


+! | 
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So doth the glory of theſe worthies ſhow, ' loſephus ad A | ; / 
When they do both mm Goſhens plaine apreare, Herowum 07 % 1 
Ard c1ch ynto the other drawerh neare 2 + | 4 $rem Jac + 
lcſ:p5 begins to welcome his great Sire, 00 \/ 
And Tacob leſephs glory dorh admire, 77 Jol lib. 208 1/ 
And bur they 1.1 worſhip both abhorre1, - Antiqe3.4o | 


+ 
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They one another furcly had adored. 

As when this Laceb after twenty yeares 

With L464 ſpent, to Tſazcke ould 2ppeares, 
They each in other wondrouſly delizhr, 

So datheſe Worrbyes two in muruall Gght, 
loſeph forgets his honour and his ſtare, 

And weepes on Jacobs necke, eu'n as he (re, 
And 


fa 
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And Iſrael forgets he was his ſonne, 
And as did Þoſeph, wouid ro him haue done. * 


Clouds may, not M#ſes can expreſſe their tearesz 


| So long forbearance mutually endeares 
Thenf each to other : but old 1/rael 

To 1oſeph faith, fince I may with thee dwell, 
And fee thee in ſuch great profperitie, 
Lo!willingly TI am content to die. 

Sonaue I (cene a faire and render Lambe, 
Purloynd by wicked hand from louing Dam, 


Long miſt,at laſt, when both do meete againe, 
With louing Bleatings fill both hills and plaine, 


Yea ſo th'old man with ioy was extaſide, 

It wanted little but he there had dide, 

But pious Toſeph, with great care and paine, 

By chafing brought bim to himſelfe againe. 
Both being then m Teſepb's Chariot plait, 

Jacob begins thus with Geds fauours paſt: 

— Manyalldoneby Chance and Fortune deeme, 
And little of Gods Promidence eſteeme, 

I wiſh ſuch would inall my life obſerue, 


How all mens aQions here Gods purpoſe ſerve : 


It was not Chance made Eſau (ce atnought 
His birtbright, for a meſſe of Porage bought: 
Nor the deuiſc alone of my dearc mother, 
That got my fathers Bleſs1mg from my brother; 
Fer's anger kindled thus, it forth me driues 
To Labar,where I children get and wiues, 

' >T was 1abans churlifhnefle and auarice 
Inrich'd me, by a new and ſtrange deuice, 
Colours before his yeaning Ewes to ſpread, 


Which made whrte heepe bring Lambs diſcoulered, 


Theſe he ro me for wages did allow, 
Andi\uddenly they to a number grow, 
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The murmuring of Labexsſonnes conſtraine 
Me with my houſehold to haſt home againe, 


Whom Laban followes with an angry hare, 
But God vs made good friends before we part. 
Lo!Efans feare at Peniel by night 


Brought metro wreſtle with the Lord of might; 

Whoſe blefling ſo away his fury chaſes, 

He turnes his threates tokifſes and embraces, 

Simeon and Lexi, cruell inftruments, 

From $:them made meto remoue my tents 

To Bethel; where my houſe of Kells clear'd 

I vp an Altar toth'Almightie reard; 

And payd my Tenth as Ito him did fweare, 

When firſt from Eſa#*s wrath I fled for feare, 

And ſaw a Ladder,which from Earth did tend 

To heau'n, whereby the Angels did deſcend: 

Now laſt thy brethrensenuy ſpite and hate, 

By ſelling thee, haue ſ1u'd iy Ie and ſtares 

For bur tor thee, we allhad'perifhed), 

Amongſt the Cananites for want of Bread, , 

That God cauſd all theſe things, it is molt cleare, 

For inthe moſt he did co mEappeare, | 

Aslate when 1 to Egypr ſhould deſcend, 

Thus all doth on Gods Proumence depend. 

| LongdidItheeas dead lament and plaine, 

And ncuer hop'd to ſee my ſonne againe, 

And ſo did Ia:chthy deare Granfire grieue, 

But neuer wou!d, that thou wer't dead, bcleeus, 

In God he was {2 confident and bold, £58 

And in the dreames,which thou before hadt told, 

As if, rheugh blind, he had foteleene this day, 

But nowin heauenly loyes heliues for ay. 

Some ten yeares fince, him dying inhis bed, 

[1 and my brother Eſau buried: Sur 
E, | 4 
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Oh: my deare ſonne, my ſoulejs muchdclighted, ME, 
As to relare, eu'n foto heare recited} .. . 1. + 


Gods goodnefſe,towards his; therefore.ynfould 
How God preſeru'd thee fince.chy brethren ſold- - 
Theetothe 1/macktes ; for thrice ſeu'n yeare 
Are paſt, fincc I leaſt newes of thee did hearc: 
Good 1acob had no ſooner made an end, 
Pur loſeph wasas as ready to commend. +; 
Gods care and Goodnefle in his preſeruation, 
From all his troubles ; inthis next narration, 

L know not whether, .by their falt or Bare, 

Troft befalieth grear men in the ſtate, _ . 

Rich, wiſe and happy in their Princes grace, 
Comely in body, beautifull in face, | 

To beconioyncd to a, wanton wite, 

Which ſowreth all the (weetnelle of their life: 
This was the faxlr or Fertzne of a Peare , 

Of Pharohs, to the King his Maſter dearcy 

My maſter Potiphar, who, as I weene, 

Had in his youth a skilfull Merchant beene, 
And Stewarded {o frugally bis ewne, 

That Phareh wiſe, ro whem all this was knowne, 
Mad him chiefe ſteward; they that can bold fait 
Their owre,their Maſters treaſure {dome walt, 
He that did by experience vnderſtand, . 

 Howtrhings are hoiſt vp, bought at ſecondhand, 

Hearing that Merchants ſtor'd with ſpicery, 
Were come to towne, goes his owne ſelfe to buy 
The King his maſters, and his owne prouifion, 

,» Thrift ſands not on nice court-like ſuperſtition. 
Amongft ſome other wares then to be fold, 
A faire young Hebrew (4d, hz doth behold, 

 Adorn'd and ſet out inthe faireſt guiſc, 

As horſes to be fold ac higherprize, 


1oo1 "5 
[- 


The forth Booke of Toſephi 5 


A price oncepitchd, and I by running tride, 
As ſome ITN they buy them, ride, 


Was ſold to Poripber, who for his table 
Me bought, as we our horſes for our ſtable. f 
I ofthis change was moſt exceeding glad, © 
For now I ea(c tor paine and traxelt had, Ih 
For hard fare, Good; bur a3 2 gratefull minde,  - 
Returnes ay thankes, where Benefits they finde, 
Se did I my good Lords munificence * 
Requite with Induſtry and diligence: 
And forT found he pleald my, Maſter beſt, 
That plead my Miſtreſſe well; aboue the reſt, 
1 ro obſcrue her Was moſt diligent, | 
And all means vide to giue her beſt content: 
So that by Prudence more then taking paine, 
I both their Loues and Fagours ſought to gaine, 
For who ſo will obſerue, ſhall ever find - 
Beſt way to pleaſe, 1s roobſcrite the mind 
And the affeRion of men of ſtart, 
And thereunto themſelues accommodate: 
Jones ablifſe on good men toarrend, 
ut miſery'on wicked to depend, 
Both prou'd by me, who, for my (eruicetrue, 
Was by my Lord preferd tro honour due, 
And for likeſeruitsro my wicked dame, - 
Was brought to priſon, oblequy and ſhame. 
This my faire Miſtreſſe, (for no other name 
I giue her willing,ay to hide her ſhame,) 
Some mane mecbaniques daughterſeemes to be, 
Firſt matchr in her owne orderand degree, X | 
 Butraild to wealth and honour from the duſt, M3 
Thinks all to little for her Prade and 1: | 
And as a mani that ſtands on ſteeplehigh, | 
His equals crſt doth now like Crowes delcry, 
k 
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So ſhe nowclambred vp cn honovrs Spire, 
Thinkes all to low her greacnefſe to admire, 

Soone might I in her ſcornfull lookes deſcry 
Her haughtinefle, and my baſe ſlauery, 

But bearing then an honeſt gentle minde, 

Ormit no (ernice that may favonr finde, 

Which ſo ucceedes, that erethe Creſcent bright 

Had fild her hotnes with brothers borrowed light, 

l by my diligence of her did gaine | 

Sweer /mling lcokes,in ſtead of proud di/daine. 

And now the enioxs ſpirit, which ſought of late 

To ruine by m Fathers ke, my tate, 

Me by my Miſtrefſe laf leekes to inrrappe, 

And dandle1n vile fintull pleaſures lappe. 

Damnd ſparke of hell Baſe c ounterfer of lone, 

And thoſe pure warming flames from heau'n aboue, 
Which fo true louers hearts in one ynuce, 
That they emioy, withour offence, delight: 
Therefore erwe lowe, like morness faire and bright; 
Luſt ike an Ympe degot of blackeft night; 

Bur later'dayes, fince Repmes did abound, 

Do Luſt and Lene moſt wickedly confound, 

This baſer 1uFfull Love the Spirit did chuſe 

(As hedid firſt the Serpent to abuſe 

Thc\wecker Ene) this proudeſt dame to tfaine 
Totaſt the frat au: by death« paine, 

And kindling in her eyes firſt Juſtfull fire, 

This Seuſepreſents it with her foule defire | 

To Resſons brighter eye, which ſoone that flame 
Makes to returne into her cheekes, with ſhame. 
Reſon with this baſe P«ſvon ſtrived long, 

Fur one weake, as the other groweth ſtrong: 

But 'nought ſo checks her Pride and courage braue, 
As ſtooping ywanhated Hebrew flanes oY 
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The fourth Booke of Toleph, 53 
That ſhe who now did fic in higheſt grace, | 
Should thus her honour great and ſtate debaſe, 
As to become a vefſallto her ſlave, 
Pride many womens chaſtities doth ſaue, 
But now the violence of luſtfull flame 
Had ſear'd the Reaſon of th' Eg yption Dame, 
Who waiting till her Lord to Court was gone, 
Thus, ſmiling, ſer ypon mea! alone. 
Faire Hebrews ſonne, whoſe cquall neuer 1 
Yet ſaw, nor do [ thinke Sols ſearching eye 
In all his trauels from the Eaſt to Wekt, 
A Beautie ſees with thine far to conteſt, 
Not that hereby I vnderprize mine owne, 
Mine no Superieur, Thine hath neuerknowne 
An equall, and though Fates vs'Vp did reare 
In ſundry Climates, yet fince now a , 
In one Heriſon, Swwnes (o equall bright, 
Ler's each on other ſhine wich mutuall light, 
Let thy bright Beames ypon my Beautie ſhine, 
I on thee will refleR both thine and mine: 
Dexce ſeruant, donot thou my grace deſpiſe, 
" TheelT alone can maketo honour riſe, 
Thou ſeeſt how Potipher alone doth ſtand 
In Pharohs grace, and rules both Court and Lang. 
Tothe Iloue, 1dare be bold to ſay, 3b 
I Potiphar, the Court and Kingdome (way; J 
Seethen thy happineſle, a ſlaue of Jate, 
In meto rule all Eg ypts glorious ſtare; 
And if the Pates vs (end a lycky heire, 
Which may like to his Parents ſeeme moſt faire, 
All hearts he by thy Beawzie ſhall command, 
And by my yebt inherit all our land: 
Sweet Ioſeph, let not frownings cloud thy face, 
Soure lookes thy glorious Beautie do dilgrage, " 
E 


3 


+ 
” 
LES 
SC. 
F CCC er 
- 


er's 


ES WI nb pe 2s 
ko Eu oo OO OS rt Es TEE 


—_— 
S b- = p - C - ' k w "_ { 
2 þ f bh % « yr f 4 
: & , ; 7 4 b , >, LY Es 7 Sx « 
"_ £2 pO OS ds oe TR ONS 
SY #*Y pm SS I, "rag ++ ; ; ' &x- 0's, ©, 7 4X fy 4 *-* 
£ "0 ® \©«. # 2 IST). Gy? E 


Pr. -< 
HO lt" 4 \ n 
E, b2 g b-. 2 + 


_ , » , I LEY 
- <<. M M 4 
FOOTY aff v7 f 4 C 
, 3» F- « C by. 


g C1 a K 
PE IP \ [4 %” 6 
LE SLIDE. lh en. PS. > + 3; 
ndME on TT. ITS. ab n 
AW, *,'s £ 25 7 E 


Ie 


54 Thefonrth booke of Toſeph. 
Let's take th'occafien nov we are alone, 
As Bodyes ſo our ſoules to ioyne in one, 
So may we with good likelyhood ſuppoſe _ 
Biight Phebx3 with faire Cynthia rocloſe, 

When ioyning for their mutuall delight, 

T hey ſeeme eclip/ed ro the vulgars fight | 
As when ſome luſtfull Praxce alone, vnſcenec, 
Doth tempt the fa1thf»ll handmaid of bis queene, 
To win her to his will and wicked luſt, 

The modeſt maid confidring well the truſt 
Ofher great Dame; whom it ſhe ſo offended, 
She iuſtly were of God and man condemned, 
Prayes and intreates his awfull maeſtic 
Hernot to forceto ſuch iniquitie, 

| And breake the ſacre# Lawes(for [uſtfull rage) 
Of faithfull truſt and holy marriage; 

So I poore wretch, whoſe freſh and yourhfull chin 
Fine ſofteſt downe, to ſhadow did begin, 
Strangely amaz'd, and grieu'd at this foulefaQ, 
Abhorring ew'a the offer as the af7: 

| Yet with all duereſpe& and reverence, 

Did ſhew my duty and obedience: 

And thus replide * deare Miſtreſſe,you ſhall find 
Me ready ay, to fatisfie your mind, : 

In all, where I may inftly you obay, 

And net my heauenly M afters will gainſay. 

My maſter all commits ynto my hand, 

Nor knoweth he, how his owne ſtate doth ſtand, 
No man is greater in his houſe then I, 

Nor doth he to my cuſtody denie 

Ought but thy felfe;becauſe thou art his wife, 
His onely comfort, deare delight,and life: 

How can Ito this ſinne then condeſcend, 

Ang not againſt my fathers God offend? 
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The fourth Booke of Ioleph. x55 
The ſimple ride, ſaith ſhe, afinne it call, 
But here at Court, 'tis no offence at all, 
Thoſe that are moſt ſeuere againſt this vice, 
Delight it moſt, Oh'tis a deepedeuice 
Of Polititians, to make a law, / 
To hold their chilgren, wiues and fooles in a, 
When they, then keepe it, nothing lefle intend, 
But at their pleaſures diuerſly offend: 
I know not one brave (pirit in Pharos Court, : 
That this efteems of other then a ſporr, 
And yet their faire yongluſty able wiucs 
Muſt, like reclſed vrrgins, leade their lives; 
For my part Thane learned this by kind, 
Such meaſure as men meete vs, they ſhall find: 
Then bluſhing ſhe doth Teeres like Pezrles diſtill, 
For ſhe had reares and Blwſhes at her will, 
Bur I repl;de, good Madame, becontent, 
| cannot to your arguments conſent; 
Toproue from Greatneſſe lawfnlneſero cuill, 
Is for todraw a Peterre from the Dewill, 
Who is the greateſt worldly Potenrate, 
Yetno excule 'tis him to imitate: 
For great mens faults they are vnſearch'd,vnkowne 
To me; Ihaue enough to mend my owne: 
They that ſcuerely iudge{finne, yer delight 
Therein, they tudgethemſelues, and yer iudge right: 
And who do thus Gods judgements mit abuſe, 
Muſt neuer hope, that greatneſſe ſhall excuſe, 
Will you, becauſe men wrong your ſexe,oftend, 
Your Maker? God fuck wickedneſſe defend, 
Embrace true chaſtitic of fleſhand mind, | 
Which honours men and graceth womankind. - 
Bur notwithſtanding ſhe,from day to day, 
Me wooes, yet would I riot her voyce obay, 
Saks © a Bur 
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But ſhun'd, by all good meanes, her comp any , 
Till one day heoccahon did elpy, 

1 being in my cloſct all alone, £3) 

And in the houſe not of rhe houſhold one: 
Then all inrag'd with Fwy heate and Luſ?, 

Like hungry Hawke that hath a Pat ridge erult, 
She on ry garment cealde immoddiily | 
And cride, come fleepe with me, or elſe [ die. 

Not R«cbels lofſe, my Brethrens rage,nor yet 

The feare of Femme lying in the pit, 

Nor Midins bondage did me (o perplexc, 

As now this womans fwrious Luſt doch vexc, 

Who as the erwel] Sexpent's ſaid to wind , 

About the noble Elephant by kind; . 

So winds this wicked monſter, womans ſhame, 
About me to my ſorrow arid her blame. ' 
Whar ſhall 1 fly? ſhe me too faſt doth hold, 
Shall I cry out? for ſhame be it not told 

A manlike heart did foc a woman cry, 

Oh whocan but bewayle my milety! . 

Should I but now togalliance conſent, 

Me foliowes honour;pleaſure, worlds content, 

Fur ifthat I this offerd gracereic, 

Bondage, diſgrace, a priſon I cxpeR, 

Bur fearing more diuine reuenging hand, 

Then racke, diſgrace, impriſonment or band, 

Taking more pleaſure in a conſcience ſound, 

: Il wealth, honours, ioyes ſhe did propound, 

[2H Acquite my body, though I left behind 
My garment, and out of the rome doe winde: 
«8 bh So kaue I ſeene ſome modeſt country maid, 


With ſome ynciuill yſage much diſmaid, 

Cloſely her Aprons ſtrings, to eſcape, vntie, 

And left it with theclowne,away to flie. = 
y Q 
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Who can the xeopards fell rage dilplay, 
Chaſing a Pilgrim faſt #2 41 4 
And laying on his Cloke her cruell pawes, ” "3 
Eun ready to deuoure him in her Tawes, ” | 17% 8”: 
\Vho ſtrucke with ſudden terrour and affrighe, 857 | | 
Forſakes his Cloake and (capes by winged flight, 2:4 
May tell the rage of this moſt cruell Dame, | KK 
Who now hath nothing left, but ſpight and ſhame : | [ 
} 


Then raging, that her Beawtje which ſhe priz'd 
Abaue all others, ſhould be ſo deſpis'd, | 
Sheecals her Seruants in, and to them told, N F 
How that baſe Hebrew ſlaue was growne (o bold, [6 
And proud of hers, and her deare husbands grace, $1 
That now he did aſpire into his place ; 
And would hauc ſlept with her, had ſhe not cride, 
All which his garment left here teſtifide, 
Which vp vnuill her Lords returne, ſhe [aid, 
* Then with my Coatc her malice ſhe diſplaid ; 
| For which my-Lord, me into Priſen caſt, 
My daies in paine and miſcrie to waſte ; 
Thus lightly crediting the accuſation, 
And his falſe Wifes moſt guilefull fiaulation, 
He by his caſhneflc loſt 4 An 

And ſtill maintaines a trumpets Pride and Luft, 

Bur as a ſix-ſquar'd Dye, or carued ſtone, 

How euer caſt, ſtands flill vpright, all ene, - 

So was I conſtant in aka. 

As reſolute in my te 7 

That God which me had erſt delivered 


From Brethrens Fry, and me honored 
In time of my rnialt captiuitie, 
Meleaucs not now in this Calamitic, 
Oh happy they! whoſe Gnſcrexce them acquire, 
That hecre they ſuffer wroye for doing right, 
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| $obutawhile Godsleiſure they attend, 
"They ſure ſhall hauc a good and happy end: 
L et Tyrantsrage, they God as , kind, 
In Priſon, as in Paradiſe doe fin : | 
Whereforethough I was of my Ceate bereft, 


My maſters Grace, and Fauour, and now left 
In ſtinking dungeon, yet I felt no harme, 
God gave me power my Iailours hands to charme ; 
And ſ:ne mein the Priſen-Keepers fight, 
Fauour and grace for Potiphars deſpight. 
For now that fermer diligence,which gain'd 
Meefauour with my Lord, like truſt obtain'd 
Mee inthe Priſon, fo that to my care, 
Lo all the Priſoners committed are : 
'The Keeperlookes to noughr vnder his hand, 
' __ God ecuerproſpers all | did command, 
Abour this abs, aS it oftbeta!s, 

Great Favorites in Court haue ſuddaine falls, 

By their ownefaults, or others accuſation, 

Or by th eir Lords diſlike and alteration 

Of Favorites : Two Lords of high regard 

In Pharohss Court, committed are to. warde : 

The Keeper theſe doth to my truſt commend, 
Thar] with diligence ſhould them atrend : 

Theſe wanton Courtiers which.had formerly 

Liu'd all in plentie, eaſc, and Iollitie, 
Acknowledgingnor ſeruing other God 

Then Pharoh, and now chaſt'aed with his rod ; 

As without ſoulesthis change of Fortune beare, 
But I by all meanes ſought my charge to cheare, 
; Andtold them, if indeed they guiltleſſe were, 
\, Theiuſteſt Krug of Hean'n would finde them cleere ; 
| Andif they had through frailtie him offended, 
So they rheir Ennes cotifeſſed and amended, 
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Hee eu'n as willing was them to forgiue, | 


As they in's Grace and faueur here to liue : 
How earthly Kiugs our bodies might enchaine, 
But ſtill our ſoulcs in Freedome did remaine: 
With many ſuch good words I _ to pleaſe 
My charge, who found therein no little eaſe, 
And grew leffe heauy ; till both in one night 
Hd ſeuerall Dreams, which did them much affcight, 
Which ſoone as | had heard, I righr aread, 
And as [ told, fo all things followed. 
Cuch Viſions are not like Dreames naturall, 
Which ordinary vs in ſleepe befall : 
They in our Soules deeper impreſſions leaue, 
Thea ſuch as commonly the Senſe deceiue; 
Which jn the Fnt4fie worſt reuell keepe, 
When Common-ſenſe the Maſter is a {leepe ; 
And doe th' Imagination vaine delight 
Sometime with hope, ſometime with Feare affright, 
Working moſt on th' «ffeftions of the minde, 
When $leepe the Bodies ſenſes faſteſt binde, 
For eu'n in Sleepe, Griefe, ley, Feare, Hope, Hate, Lone, 
The ſoules affeRions wake, and liuely moue. 
God often by ſuch Viſions tels men plaine, 
What things they ought to doe, and what refraine, 
Sometimes by Dreamesto them are promiſed 
Great Bleſrings,and preat curſes threatened : a». © 
God oft Salone one his determination, 
And giues another the interpretation, _ 
Thus vnto me two Dreames by night he told, 
Which, as they proue, my Gr«and-ſrredid vntold, 
Thus Fharohs Serwants firſt, and next'their King 
See things to come, Butthe interpreting 
Was giu'nto me, which done, I told themplaine, 


Jmeyprering to God as Dreames pertaine : 


And - 


x 2x So 32 46 oats 
33, A ARE qo EET EIS 
S352 * T =Y : 


60 Thefourth Bookedf Toſeph. * 
And now whothinkes, but that T thought it long 


ly brett 


| Yertwo yeares to abide in Priſon tropg ? \nd for 
After I had ſo well interpreted he Mev 
His dreame, whom now the King ſo honored, And I% 
But hauing learn'd with Parzexce to attend God h 
Gods lealure, and to hope vntohe end, | Elle tne 
Eu'n at that time, when as I leaſt expeRed, A Ba 4 

; Solong of Pharobs Cup-bearer negleRted, And 22 
He thar doth 2l| things beere by weight and meaſure. G00 b 
On whom they all attend to doe his pleaſure, Thatb' 
By one poore Dreame but from an heathen King, But Ge 
What's long before decreed to paſſedoth bring : Freoma 

I rais'd to Grace, the World from Famine quite, Bug. 
The Butler doth acknowledge his ore-ſiobt.: our 
South ſayers weakenefie is diſcouercd, = - 


And God is all in all acknowledged, 
My Brethren bold are ro Repentance brought 
For all the wickedneſſe, which they had wrought: 
And this my wicked Miſtris may reclame, 
And bring her to acknowledge nent with ſhame, 
And make my makter (ee his fooliſh paſſon, 
And learne to Tudge by berter information :; 
My ewo firſt Dreames proue true which Ihad told, 
My Fathers fpirit reutu'd now being old : 
Phareh thus gaines the wealrh of all his Land, 
And muſt acknowledge it from Gods owne hand, 
Thos al] the parts of this ſweet ſacred ſtory, 
Are for mans good,but end all with God: glory, 
All theſe are now the Conſequence and Theames 
Of mine, of Pharohs and his ſeruants Dreames, 
Seefacther hone, er Malmlac, 

And waxs will freely ſerue Gods providence : 
Satay ſoughtby my brethrens Crackie. 

- Inmetoruine I/accks Femnly. 
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ly brethrea me of wilfull envic fould, 
\nd for the twentie filuer peeces told, 
he Midien Merchants bought me for their gaine, 
And into Egypt meane todell againe : 
God hither tent mic Graine heere to prouide, 
Elſe thou and all thy ſennes for want had dide : 
Thus Saran ſought diſhonour of Gedename, *' 
And all for this my Brerhreo rightly blame, 
oe I Goodmen ſuch Merchant's Coueriſe detelt, | 
T Thatbuy and (ell Gods Imapeas a beaſt: 


But God who's only powrefull, good, and wiſe, 
From all theſe ents makes the Good ariſe. 
Bur I thus having in great Pharohs grace, 


Obrain'd the brit, in Realme the ſecond place : 

Firit pray to God me ro direR arighr, 

To vic this fauour and my borrowed Light ; 

Nor ſought I mine owne honour, wealth, and praiſc, 
But his, who did mefrom the Dungeon raiſe, 

And therefore, frft take care forpublike good, 
Prowding 'gainſt the Fatxre Famine food : 
Wherefore, I firſt through Egypt Circuit ride 

And garners great in eu'ry place prouide, 

In thoſeſewn fruitfull yeares ts fill with ſtore 

= Ofeu'ry Grame: And fithit is no more 

Vertue topurchafe, then preſeruc, no tide 

I flipt, but did moſt carefully provide, 

To kill all Vermine, cut off all cxceſſe 

Of Glurtonie, and beaſtly Drunkenneſſe: 

Abate all necdlefic Beaſts, Dogges, Mules and Horſe, 
Ridde idle Rogues and Vagrants, which are worſe 
Then (ttey-pillers roconſame the fore, 

Torob the richeſt and to ſterue the poore: 

No Corne out of the Land let I goc out, 
Bur buy umrather from the Coaſts about, 


And 


62 Thefourth Booke of Toſeph. 
\$ And many Forreſts which before did ly 
\1'S All wafte, I vato Tillage did apply : td. 
; Thus I proceede,and God (o bleſt wy hand, 
That all things proſper oner al) che Land, 
But when the yeares of plentic all arc paſt, 
And all the Land of Eyg pt yech waſte, 
So that they liue of formeryeares remaines, 
Which them perhaps a month or two (uſtaines, 
The people frlt of Pharohſecke ſupply, 
Who them to 1:{ph ſends; I ſuddenly 
Set ope the Barnes, and ſell for meney out 
The Corne coall the Nations round about. 
Now is the-time indeed, that I might buy 
Caſtles 2nd Lands for my Poſteritie, 
Bur I all monty bring to, Pherobs hand, 
To berhe ſtrength, and Gyewes of rhe Lend: 
If Pharob will beſtow on me a Place, 
Or money to buy Lend,I of his Grave 
Will Houſe and'1,9nd, as.l my Office hold : 
Strangers.in purchaſing may be roo bold. . 
14% When all rhur money's ſpem with buying bread, 
4 148 One yeare with Corne 1 them for Cattell fedde : 
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7 But when the next yerre.they in neededoe ſtand, 
s I will for Cernerbeir Bodies buy and 14nd, 
ART. But a'l for Pharoh : whereby growing ſtreng, 
fy 2 He and his Empire may continue long : | 
* IB2 | ' And to eſtabliſh more his Segnuri, \ 


Tranſplant, who on the Eeft of Nile abide, 
1 1 will femoue vmto the ocher ſide ; 
Wt WS 40T Thus Pharoh Lord of 


WY 7 | From Placeto Place I willeach Colonic 
74% wo - 1h 


r ſhall be knowne, 
is is mine OWNE,, 
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The fourth Booke of Toleph. 6; 
(Leſt any rightin him ſhould Kill be thought) 
Giue place to him that hath the purchaſcbeught, | 
And in another Countrie dwelling hire,  . . 
Whether he with his houſhold may retire. 
Thus will I doe with all the Colon Lands, 
Bur for the Sacred in the Prophets hands, 
Te Mnſes and to LEAN ee, CE 
Orrto Religtous vſes con ecrate, FX 07 , 
I thinke it Sacriledge indeed to touch, 
Could all by this example learhe as much: 
And let the Prieſes their Portions freely catc, | 
Whoſe Braines in youth for ynderſtanding (weate, - 
Their agein Prayers and Per(waſions bed F 
To ſauce the Good, and wicked to amend. 
When I ſeas'p yeares haue furniſht chem with bread, 

I inthe eighth will furniſhthem withſeede  - E. 
To ſowetheir Lend, The Roof whoſe increaſc 
| Shall bethe Kings: The other foxre in Pexce, 

They and their Houſholds cate : And this ſhall ftand 

For eucr as a Law in Pharohs Land: | 

The Prie#s Lxds only ſhall be cuer free, 

For tothe Lord rhey conſecrated bee, 

Now, as I ſaid, when I did Circuitrride, 

And Eg ypts Land ſuruai'd from fide to fide : | 

One thing of greateſt vſc L.did obſerue, 

Which doth perpetuall memory deſerue, 

Which, if it once were rightly vnderſtood, 

Would force all Rtudious of rhe publique good 

To doe, ſpeake, write, of this moſt rarcinuention, 


Till to effe& they brought what next I mention : 
A peece of Land an 7fmes, Barre, or ſtay, 
Twixt Midland-Sea, and the Arabian Bay, 


Suppos'd ſome (4) ten Miles ouer at the moſt 
Adioinerh faſt et th' Eg yprian Coaſt, ; 
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| 14G £ Frdan fe- This projeft | to Pheroh did commend, 
THAIS 11 are But ſome baſe mindes, afiue in novught bur ill; 
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| 64 rhe fourth pookeof Toſeph. 
Which if one by a Chanel did divide, 
Both Seas might each into the other ſlide. 
þ Pn. This if ir vere once (6) nauigable made, 
thus Egyp. Would bring, to Kings and people of cachtrade, 
forwin Rex Such wondrous gaing as cannot be expeRed, 
hoc tentavit, With endlefle fame to thoſe which it effeRed : 
ſed oraculs Form ou: opec an cafic a and — | 
-y*erdell To ſailgfrom Ewrope, Aﬀricke, Aſia W 
Z Bore, goons Within few dates —_ rich Indyes place, 


ph : -podabidem, Which hardly now is done in three (ao ſpace : 


How might all dwellers on the cart 
Soone beenriched by their InJuſtric? 
When by this channel Merchants might conuey, 
Exchange of Merchandize ſs neare a way, 
Ev'n frem the Nortberne Iles and Wefterne Lands 
To China, Ganges, and the Indian Sands. 


heeby, 


medo Men of acedions ſpirits, and little skill, 
yumpenaum: Who are moſt forward ay to vililve = 
Gorop. lib.6, All workes of Honour, Art, and Induſtric, 


; Hip. Were ready this moſt noble worke to'ſtay, 


"© &d Gmb/Ka Saying a Beare, or Lyoy's inthe way. 


fe Germani- This Ifthmos, ſay (c) they, is ordain'd byfate, 


3 <, Gorep. Tobarretheſe Scas that they ſhould never mecte, 
— e Danſie= But enermore remaine a fatall Damme, 


> wificat agze- Betwixtthem both ; and therefore call'd Eedam, 

> rem fiuftioxs Afﬀancievaine, which from miſtaken name 

7 Mov & 4- Someſuperititious wiſards idely frame, | 

© .quarmm op- For 'tis not call'd Eden, and though ir were, 

| pofitum, Go- Who for this namie would this attempt forbeare ? 

85 rop.Herm lib For Fedam notes in language (4) which 4! $:0nnG 

ER 4 Eefgrufi- A(c)firme rong water. courſe great Bankes = 
yn £4 Prmam, | 
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.So from'that name they might more truly gather, 
This 18þmo# ſhould be a firme current rather. 
For waters courſe ; which 1 more boldly foy, 
Becauſe not Eedam ir, but (f) Eethen ay -- 
Wascall'4,ahd fo is fill; by which is men 
Thar with his double (z) t:de the Seas cloſe pent, 
Shall one day haue a Carrent faire and great, 
In which the waues of both thoſe Seas ſhall meere, 
And baue (5 largea pallage, Ships may curne, 
As they goeto rhe ladieror returne, > vdns 

And whereas theſe fantaſtique men doe dreame, 
This to cffe& impoſſible doth ſecme, | 
They with6ur reaſon, felfe-conceired, wiſe, 
Againftthepublike profit this deuile ; (plaine, 
H:gh (b) Mountaines,Rockes of flint haue bin made 
And forc'd toyeeld apafiaveto the Maine, 
Yea who knowes ror that far more harder (6) things 
Haue becneeffeQted by the Fgyprian Kings, 
Bur neuer any of ſuch Emincuace, 
Nor any that could bring ſuch recompence 
As this; For little labour, colt and paine, 
Would co ch'wbole world bring anfinite grear gaine. 

Another ler they tcl] as fond and vaine, 
Thar if this Barre be cur, rh* Arabian Maine 
Doth riſe ſo hitch. his wanes would ouer-flow 
Adl ch' Eg yptien Plaines ,they.ly lo low ; 
But I vpon my view could 'not deicry 
Twix: Sea and Land ſuch'imequallitie: - - 
Bur howſocucver Earth, Rencs, and char dothriſc 
Frem diggiris of the Channell, would luffice- 
'Toraiſc Sed walles, for a moit Rrong defcuee, 
Againſt the waters cage, and violence, 
And more fecure on eirker fide the ſhore,” 


From our flowing then it was before, 
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To haue a partinall my Good: and 18 14s, 


66 The fourth Booke of Toſeph. . 
But though I haue (mall hepe to winthis Natign, 

To cut this ſhorter courſe, for Navigation, 

Yet when that King to whole high Sc (way, 

All Nations, will they, nill they, muſt obey, 

Shall rule as well o're Aſia nd Exyopes Lands, 

As China, India, and Arabian Sands. 

Some potent Monerch will himſclfe alone, 

Or many Princes 10yning all inone, _ 

Will cake this Noble enterprize in hand, 

And make this ſhorter paſſage to each Land, 

If not for th* caſe and good of Navigation, 

Yet for Gods Gloryes Uther prapagarion, | 

That lo his Words and #/iſedomes glorious ſound, 

May through all Corners of the Earth reſound, 


| This for thepublique good I haue made knowne, 


In Egypt, as I now ts thee haue ſhowne, 

Now whilſt I for the P»blique take ſuch care, 
Pharoh at home a helpe doth me prepare, 

A Princes daughter, Eg ypts ornament, 

For whom King Pharoh with her Father ſent, 
And welcomes thus : Great Ov | who by thy place, 
Artto me next, and ſecond in my grace ; 

Toſeph is firſt, whoſe metits to diſplay, 

To light a candle were in cleareſt day: 

All x:lxs Borders doercſound his fame, 

And honour moſtedeſcrnedly his name: . 
Strength, youth, and vigour in his face appeares, 


+ 


And wiſedome in his heart of graieſt haires : 
His Beauty, as his Yertze hath no paire, 
Him would I match with Aſen«h thine hcire, 
I know ke is a ranger in this place, 


And wants Pofſeſſions, yet in Pherohs grace, 


And he thou know'ſt deſerueth at my hands, 


The 
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The reuerend Pri-ſ} replyes ; Dread Soucraione 
1 r , 
5 Lo! all the Place and Dn obtaine. Fy 
| Tn Egyyr, Lackrow|edge from thy grace: 
Which 1s enough to raiſe ro higheſt place 
The weeneſt, Bur thou doit a match propound,; 
Where Yert«ues more then honovrs doe abound 3; 
Th eg the many | oc: a" done 
Serwent, this I c higheſt one, 
A Prieſt to beſo _— :n ri x6 
To match his Childe wich Pharobs Faworiter 
M ay't pleaſe your Grace toaske the maids conſent, 
Bur by her lookes, I ſec ſhee is content, I. 
For then her yaile (where modeſtly the ſhrauds = 
Her radiant Rayes, as Sol doth his in clouds) 
Put, off, ſuch heaw'uly Beautie did diſcloſe, 
As if another $*ne in Court aroſe, 
Which as the Riſmg Swane the Courtiers all 
Adore, and like a Queene before her fall : 
: Then Phero) ſaith, hertaking by the hand, 
By fGilence thy conſent we vaderitand, 
©, Good daughter, thouarr like thy Parents faire, 
As of their Goods, be of their Graces heire : 
A fitter marchfor Io/eph non: can find, = 
If to thy Bodics grac* thou ſu thy minde, 
So, as thine oxrwerd Beauties heaun'iy ſhine, 
Thine &#werd ſhall b* AngeMicall druine, 
Oh ! Labour to be glorious within, 
So Gods, mans I/ephs tguour thou thalt win, 
Tite Ky forthwith then ſends for mein haſte, 
And firſt repearing all things as they paſt, 
With his owne hand her gives mefor my Brie, 
Afuring vsfer c1er ro 2bide 
As loving, as our Fathers natural : 
When humbly 1 vpon my face did fall, 


he F 3 Bro 
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And firit gaue thankes, as dutiedid require 
| 1 o Pharoh, next ynto ber holy Srre, 
As when Garden' Adam all alone © + 
Saw Exe, fleth of his fleſh, Bone of his Bone, 

- He her embrac'd) kiſs'd and ſo highly priz'd, 
As ifall Beantie were epitomiz'd' © WEL 
In his faire Rib, now with the Body met, FE 
( Two Sunnes, which but for finne had never ſet): - 
So I, who, theugh in honour, was alone © 
In Fg pr, ul I met wy fleſh arid Bone, 

Swerte Aſenab, in whoſe faire eyes and face, 
I ſaw wy mother Rathels comely grace, (- 
This Eg yprs Gem, whoſe cies I did behold, | 

- Like radtavt Diamondsfaire ſet in Gold ; \ 

Embrace, kiffe, loc her, and her Grace admire, ' 

And fer her as the Bound of wy defire : | 

Thinking I now did reape with treble gaine, 

The Crop of all my trauel! care and paine. : 

Thenin the preſence of the Court and King, 

I courted her with this ſpeech following. «7 
Faire La1y whoſe high Grace and Beautic ſeene 

To meyour ſeruant, may becomea Ovrene, 

Yer art, (ſuch is thine humblenefſe) content 

To be poore Iofephs: withont complement, 

T am all yours, nor doe Tlefle eſteeme 

Your worth, becauſe you it ſo meanely deeme: 

Qur Sexes duery to your Sexe I know, 

Is you to Count intreate and humbly woe, 

Eur fince thar ſeruice youto me remit, 

I will ſo much remaine more i your debt, 

My time is pretious, therefore let me ſhow 

Toyou an bricfe, what Ieſepbs wife muſt doe. 

Ie is not this worfds falſe, yaine glittering glory, 

So full of hazard, lubrique, tranfitorie,, 


-- 


: 


-, E358 


a Ol 022 IV end ent non bn fant od 


At 


 . The fourth Booke of Toſeph. 


At which I aime : 'Tis an eternall place, 

Where we ſhall line for ay in biefſed:caſe,.: 
Whether the gods, Th' Egyptians wontzo lerue, 

Can never bring you : t@e-char willipreſerue | 7 
This Land from Famine by th interpretation 1 
Of Pharobs Dreames, mutt bring to this {aluation; 
One God with Joſeph muſt his wite adore, | 

One God one true Rehigion, and no more : 

Ged jcalons is, no 14al-ftocke or tone, / 

M 3y. be his Ri«all, God, and Truth is one :- 

Theſe worldly thewes delizbts and vanite, 

As Mortall with our Mortall Bodres die, 

The Pleaſures which I-ſpeake of ay remaine, 
Eterndll thus for Temporall we gaige, - 

This God my Fathers with their wes have ſcrucd: 
Who to this dayfrom dangers me preſerned, 

T his God me from the dungeon deepedid raiſe 
. T obe thy Husband,him for euer praile : ; 3'{ 
Madame, your King and Father are.content, - « F 
But your owne mouth muſt ſhew your free conſent;! 7" 
When faire!t Aſenablong hlence breakes, | 

And as an Angell ſent from Heav'n thus ſyeakes : 
Good fir ſuch is my dae and filiall awe, 

My Fathers judgement is rome a Law,/: 

Much more my Soxeyaign's : But ſuch: worth in you 

I ſee and heare of, | ſhoutd ratherſue, |: + 

Bur for my Sexes ba{h\ull modeſty, + x: 

For ſuch-an honour; rather then deny: - 

Nor ſhall T meancly-of -my (elfe thus deeme, 

To honour him, whom Kingahd Rralmeeſteeme 

The Father, and the King ome Favourite, 

Whar greater Grace betals 4 mortal withy > 

Sir, that Religion, which my holy Smer 1+ 

T aught me his caild, inform'd my ſoutet:'defire, 

F 2 Worlds 
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79  Thefounth Booke of 16ſeph. 

Worlds Glory, Pompe, and vaineneſfſe to deſpite, 
But thy ba. ea makes men heaw'aly wiſe, 
And brings them by an vpright conugrſation, 
To happy cuerlafting habication. 
There'ore as thy Religion our tranſcends, 

, As aiwing at more high and happy ends, 

| Sogreacer is my loy and happineſle, 
To match, where 1 it truly muit prefefſe. 
Soſure as that (whereof thou didſt diuine 

By Dreame:) ſhall come to pafle, ſo am thine + 
Thy God ſhall be my God, and mine thy Nation, 
In earth, graue;heau'n oncbe our habitation : 
What thou approuſt as good, the ſame doe l 

 Withthee, Sweere Hebrew, let me [ive and dye, 

Pardon ; A womans Tengue knowes no content, 

Yea,is enough Vexprefſe a Maids confenr, | 
Lo thus Hearts, hand: words: wiſhes, ton din one, 

Twe by Co-ſent, become one Fle/h 1d Bone, | 
Then princely 0# begins; Lo God h:th r:de 

Thefe two in one, Let no Man them divide : / 

Deare Daughter, 1 to Joſeph thee commit, 

Thou thetefore mult thy. Fathers houſe torger, 

And people: fo ſhall ſonnes before thee ſtand, 

Fit to beare rule as Princes in the Land: 

That God whom Pharob, On and Joſeph (erue, 

Who, as he all chings made. doth al} preferue, 

God who of things tro come to Pharehtold 

By Dreames,which none but Þſeph could vnfold, 

When God him from the Dungeondid aduance, 

To ſauevs bya great Deliverance, . 

God Authour ſolc, and end of happinefſe, 

This holy Marriage and this Vmion blefſe 

Ofrhe Egyprian,andrhe Ribrew Nations, 

And ma chem happy in their Generarions, - 
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The fourth woke of Toſeph. 91. 
And honour ay in heau'a our Sou'raigne Kine, 
ke Le Ag incing. te 
1n roya | Nate 
With hee, our rh and ſhowes doth celebrate 
Our Marriage day, where all with MuGque rings, 
And Kmg and Court a happy x yuorwat, | 
Hopry Thope though with an Heathen Dame, 
Wheſe Grace and Yertwes [ the rather name, 
That you may know we here as elſewhere finde, 
Some goodas well as bad of woman-kind, 
As a looſe wicked wife of Potiphar, 
So a molt pions cbilde of Putipher : 
But why ſhould [ time in her praiſes ſpend, 
Since her owne Workes,her beſt of all commend, 
God me hath giu'n, by her,two louely Boyes, 
Before the Famaxe,which are all my Ioyes: 
Lo ! here ſhee kindly comes with all her traine, - 
Her welcome Father for to entertaine : * 
For now they all at Ioſephs gate arriuc, 
Where Phayohs Peares,and Seruants all doe ftriue, 
How beft their zover and Serwice ſhew rhey may, 
To adde more honour to this happy day. 
When Aſenah, firſt kneeling downe, begun 
Oh holy Father, of a bleſſed ſonne, 
Blefle me thy Dawghter ; Blefſcd ſhall they be, 
. Whom thou doſt bleſe : As welcome now to me, 
As deareſt Joſeph to his Fathers fight. 
All BEIP's glory yeelds not ſuch delight, 
. When Jacob, Daughter ; Fitter "tis fot me, 
To your great fate, tobow my humble knee, 
But ri hely you of me a bleſfing craue, 
No other Dowey to beſtow I have, 
The Lord on thee from Heau'n all Bleflings ſhower : 


Burt Z«cobs tonguenot hauing farther power, 
F 4 


Now 


72 The fourth Booke of Toſeph. 
Now to expreſſe his Wondrous Toy and Lone, - + 
His cyes produce abundant Teares tO. proue 
His-10yfull (oule, for Þſephs happy ſtare, 

When Toſephs Steward tells him'it waslate - 
And ſupper time : Wheretore they all addreſt 


Themſctues, in thcir due order, to thefeaſt. 
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I-SEPH. 


Oane as Aurors, with her bluſhing face, 
Vſherd the Gyant out to run his race, 
11s longeft lourney from the Eſt ro Feſt, 


Evu'n all tW allates of Egypt with their traine, 

His father in moreſtace to cntertaine, 

Gets vp and with his ſeruants all repaices 

Vnto a chappeli by, to publike praiers, 

Which Ph«roh had giu'n Toſephthere to ſerue 

God, who from famine Egypt did preſcrue, 

No time to menof a&ion1s ſo free 

For their detiotions, as the Mornings bee, 

Eſpecially for thoſe thagliue at Court, 

Where they make Dinnerslong,but Prayers ſhort, 

But they done; Joſeph doth his (peech direR . 

Thus to his Brethren: you perhapsexpec, 

That I, now for mine owne and houſes grace, p 

” Should raiſe you allto konourable place, 


\| 
And make you Lords atleaſt in Pherohs land, . _ '; | 


But if you wiſely things will vaderſtand. . 
And know that honeur ladeth.more then graces, 
If wealth and yertwes anſwer not your places, 


'No 


Good loſeph,thongh he overnight did feaſt, - | 


= 


74 ThefiſthBookeef Toſeph. 
No grace nor honour can giue ſuch caprents 
'Foyou, as quietly to liuc in rexts.! 
You that haue had your Breeding in ſuch ſort, 
Cannot obſerue the Niceties of Court: 
They, whoſe ambition would be oper all, 
Te higherclimb'd ofc rakes the greater fall: 
E quals enxy, Superiours ſuch dildaine, 
s m./ ligne, all ſecke their gaine, _ 
Grace and Prefermeut by anothers frowne; 
, Whogetvpſecketoethruſt the other downe, 
|.  Conrtiers are Dials, whilſt S;{on them ſhines, 
Obſeru'd of all, elſe but as painted Lines, 
Many Cert: honour onely do admire, | 
And as another heas'n on earth deſire : F 
Theſe onely looke on outward /plendowy, ſhowng, 
Our inward cares and dangers are ynknowne, 
None would enuy our glory and content, 
Knew they the wetght and cares of gouernment; 
They Al:4sburthen on their ſhoulders brare, 
To whom committed is the publique Care, 
Befides moſt ſtand inſuch high ſlippery places, 
I would not haue their hazerd for their graces. 
I - I nor to. dchort from gouernment 
The wiſe, for fcare of griefes and diſcontent, 
Vnder this burthen they muſtbow their backe, 
Leſt if the wicked rule all coesto wrackc: 
But who are prudent ,moderate and wiſe, 
Arerather raiſd for werth, then ſeeke to riſc: 
And ſuch like tubs on their ewne bottome ſtand, 
Nor neede the leaſt ſupport of others hand; = 
| When they which wart this true worth of their owne, 
No ſoonerclamberd vp, but tumble downe, 
The firſt like ffxed Srarres Rand firme and faſt, 
Laft make faire ſhowes, hike Comets, bur fanne _w 
ctr 
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The fifth Booke of Toſeph. 
Their matter is pure elemental fire, 
Of theſe ambitions bumour and deſire. 
Such is the ow Re NG; 
For grace and officesto take much pai 
Wherein they neuer comfort take > = 
So feare of looſing doth their mind moleſt: 
When could they their fre Forrwnes vic aright, 
They Freedome might entoy with much delight, 
I five of you, my brethren, will preſent 
To Phareh,who I know hath an intent 
To giue you any honour uire, 
root ho onely ſhall def ©, 
And tell him plainely how you haue been bred, 
And beards and cattell all your life time fed. 
(My reafon is, for thar this occupation 
]s here in Eg ypt of (mall repurarion ) 
Dekring you of his high grace may hold, © 
Some paſtures onely for your flocks and fo'd, 
Where you may ſerve God frec from care and ſtrife, 
And pray for Pharobs long and happy lite: 
Should I you all now raiſe to Diewtrre, 
Oaes Fey ruine mighethe Fam, | 
Many vnited ſtconger arethen one, 
But 'tis moſt « what more ſafe co ſtand alone: 
Eſpecially ſo highz where one mar.s fe} 
May make a breach, and ſo indanger all, 
Oh happineſle, it knowne, of country bowersl 
Where in Denetion they their freer howers 
May ſpend, and wich Groves citizens ſweet ling 
Duwincft praiſes cothe heav'nly King: F 
Where iree from plots and vndermuung Arts, 
All may the T»»th fpeake boldly from thei earts, 
(or toa goodman 'ris no little paire 
To flatter for the greateſt grace and gaine) 


Ty 
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76 ThefithBookedf Toſeph: 
There may they ſee their Lambs growgreat and more, 
And heauenly bleſſings on theirſtocke and ſtorez 
There may they:ſee cornethriue vpon their lands,  * 
And God toproſper all workes/paſſe their hands: 
Happy whoſe lor talls'in fo faire aground, ; 
Such pleaſures are at Court but ſeldome found; 
But lets make haft, my bterhren to the court, 
My bufinefle is long, my time but ſhort, ee rl 
 Andnow had Phebrs clhmb'd vpto ſuch height, | 
. His beames di&warme-the world,as well as light, 
When 1ſr4ell old; with trauell wearied, - 
Slept ſound, till waking, he much wondred 
(Thinking him(elfeat farſt i hire tents) 
'Toſce ſuch colthy gorgeous ornaments:. 
Bur ſoone remembring where he did abide, 
He turnes to Leab lying by his fide 2 

And thus begins, Deare wife! ſhould I ſuruay... | 
Gods bleſſings from my birth, vnto this day, 
And.in a ſummehis benefits recount 
They would-oy zayes, nay eu'n my howres ſurmount, 
His Goodneſſe, Wiſedome, Foure, Loxe inthoſe paſt 
Shin'd ſeuerall, bur all now in this aſt: 
Googneſſe in drawing lo much gaod:from ill, 
To worke the found good purpoſe of his will: 
His powre hetein is manifeſtly ſhowne, 
In raifing vp.the meeke,and throwing,downe 
The prowd;- his heauenly wi/edome did foreſee; 
And told vsallbydreames which:now weſee: 
The$tavreseleu'nto Io/eph bow'd long lence, 
Now we the $1nmne and Moone him reverence: 
And laſtly here appeares his wondrous Lore 
That all for's glory and our good doth proue, 
Thus 1/r«el doth Gods benebies recite, 
Beginninginthe morning untill night, 
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The fifth booke of Toſeph, 57 © 

But whilſt hethus Gods Beunty magnifide f. 

Like faireft Ewe with ewm-Lambsbycach fide, 1 

Comes =_— on cither hand a ſonne;; 

Smugge, liucly, like two Rabbers newly run; 

Which ſeemd their mothers gracefull ſteps to guide, 

As two trim Squires:tharleade to Church a Brids; 

The tender boyes, whoſe mothers piouscare, 

Before had taught rhemſelues aright ro beare, 

Downe on their knees before their Grandfire fall,” 

And (weetly to him for his bleſſiag call:- * 4; 
The good old man whoſe hearr dorh dance for ioyes 

To (ce his Nephews, thus begins; ſweere boyes, 4 

Which like two faircft Taly flowers ſhowne,' 

Or buds of damaske' Roſes (carcely blowne. 

Olttheſe my daughter giue you mere content 

Then Egyprs wealth and coltliet ornament. 

Me thinks they hang vpon each arme of thine, 

Like two faire Clufterr on a fruitfull Fine; + 

Theſefhallren&w ourdying memory, 

And vsreuiue vnto Poſteririe, " 318") 

Bchold I ſee in little Zphraims face, 

y deareſt Rachel; lovely lookes and grace, 

Mandſſes like to Toſeph doth appeare,' © 

Who aboue all his brethen was my deate.* 

Bur oh! my daughter much am TIbouad - 


To you, for vndeſe ec fauours ndz © 
Bur 1oſeph more; a Princefſe of yolir Late  - : 
Solowly to deſcend to be his LEP . 


And that he may as acceptableproue 

To you hisdeare;as he was wont be kleſt 
ith higheR fauours;alwayes of the beſt. 

For he at home in Bondage, Priſon, Cours,” 


an grace was alwayeswith the berter ſort: / 


God make him worthy'of your'grace and loue, 
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I Potiphar the Geoley, and the King | 
Bc lou'd and truſted him in euery thing: 
Then A/endb? I wiſh you were obſerucd 
Here,my deare father, as you haue deſerucd; 
As for your ſonne no noblenefle of birth,  _.. 
Nor Eg ypts dowerscan counteruaile his worck, 
Who mc-hath taught the vanity of ſtare, 
Me worthy make as bappy of my mate; 
Such is his worth and noblenefſe of mind, 
I wender net that be ſhould faucur find 
Amongſt the beſt: Bur ſhall I you increate 
To tell your daughter, what you.yſe to care, 
For here you all muſt as at home coramand, 
We bur defice your will co vaderſtand. 
Daughter ſaith I«cob I was neuer nice 
Nor dainty to conſume things of high price, 
That's alwaycs beſt you cafilieſt can prepare, 
Better are Bieta frrnewe fore. 0976s 29344, 
My heards my gn. "2 OI ITE 
No better weare I, nor no other feedes 
- Srxe ſcoreandten have beene content. 
Toliue on milke, fruits, and ſuchnouriſhments 
Yer few or none that to mine age attaine, 
So ſtrong of body are, and free from paine: 
But aboue all, the weather being faire, 
Tloue to walke abroad in freſhelt aire, , - 
After my mornings draughe to ſtirre,ts ; 
For to refreſh the Spirits and warme the bloed, 
This is the way diſeaſes to prenene, - © 
I thanke God, I necre knew whae phiſicke ment. 
Thus whilſt they calke in plaine familiar ſort, 
Lo leſeph rnexpeRed comes from Court, 
And cells bis father, how he did preſent | 
His brethren to che King, who is conteny > "M 
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Them to employ according to their breeding, 
In lookin a ſheepe ar mT , 
And new he much defies to ſee your face, 
And with all Corrtly benor you to grace 3 

I (Iacob Gich ) withall my hearr will goe F! 
To that good King, thar Joſeph honours ſa, A: 
Bur 1 tefre of hum no greater grace, /) / 
Then toliue in bis and ſec thy Face, | | JF / 

I hope he likewile will conceive my breeding, I 1-7 
And leaue me to my flockes and Carell feeding, | 

Teſeph his Father then to Pheroh brings, 

Who doing firſt O bciſance due to Kings 1/4 
Begins, oh | blefſed, bieit thou cuer be, 8 | 
Thar rais'd my Ioſeph to ſuch Dignitie, = 1” 
From Dungeon where ſtockes did his Limbs enroule, - i; 
And _ enter'd Tay into wa” ule, te 
To rule all Eg pt by thy borrowed might, 
And be alone great Pharohy Baworite. : 
And bleſt be ay for thy Benignitie, 

Who ſaueſt me and all my Family 
From periſhing ; Alas ! for want of food, 
Godrender in thy Boſome all thy good, 

And deuble thy fore-Fathers daies vpon 
Thee, and thy ſecede thar fit vpon thyrhrone, 

- Thusends the Sage : when Pharob thus replide, 
How much more cauſe hauc 1 to blefle cheride, 
That noble Toſeph did ts Fep" driue, | 
To ſauce me and my peoplc all aliue : 

Come hither Lok, « me thee embrace, 
How can I but lovethee, and all chy race, 
Whom now as Cauſe and Author 1 doe fee 

Of Ioſeph? Farther of all mine and mec: 

It ioyes me 1/rael moſt exceedingly, EE 
When I thy ſonne in ought can gratife, 

7 
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and all Tow, * 


To whom my Kingdome, Life, 
As thou and thine,and al! the people know; 
God ſent thy Ioſeph, as a man bf re, # 
Tolayvp bece againſt this famine Rore, = 
For had we notby his rocefishit bens ted, 
We, thou and all, for want, had periſhed, 
Thy /9/eph doth informe my Senatours, « 

- And W1iſ:dune teach vnto my Counſellours; 
Well may he rule then ore my houſe and Larid, 
And all my ſubltance haue at his command, 
{ am to this by Prou:dence but led, 
God hath indeed chus loſeph honored- 
Thou ſeemſt of ao lefle wifedome ard defert,' 
Then good old father, tell how ould thou arr, 
And in what courſe, thou haſt worne out this ter ne, 
I aske not to examine, bur to learn | 
Examples more then precepts reach toJuic; = 

Good King, ſaith [4cob, thou docſt ett'n regiue 
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My older age” to heare thy wondrovs long ot 
To Ioſeph, whom more then my lclfe Floue. © * 
Bur (ecing thou inquirelt of mine ave, 
Know thar the dayes here of my a tr nf = 
A hundred and full thirty yeares haue beene, 
The gayecs are few and iff which I haveſecne, 
Nor haue I yer attained rothe age, © 
And dayes of wy forefathers Pilgrimage.” © 
To things 1 Rtuddy here efpecially, © 

The firſt co he well, ſecond well to ate, © © 
For whar is all our life once gone and paſt, 
Bur eu'n a way ynto our happy laK. 
The terme from whence to all fleſh is the wombe, om 
That whither all doebaften is the Tombe, © 
He happieſt here who findeth on the way, * 
Fen cit umpediments his courſe to ſtay. 


Same 
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Some paſſe through bchueſſe, ponerty,fome wealth, 

Honour, preferment, pleaſure, ftrength and health, 

Some equally et both participate, 

This is the meane, yer (ate and happielt Fare, 

T he higheſt 1 did euer herc afpire:. | 

And inthis ſtate 1 fill to live defire, 

The higheſt honours to your Grace are due, 

For God hath with a Kingdome honourd you, - 
mn Whereof you hauc your lelfe meſt worthy ſhowne, 
Tv; In looking to Gods g/ory,notyour owne, 

Wiſely therefore, I ipeake itto yourpraile, | 
You honour them, whom God would haue you raiſc, 
And in your Kmgdome prudently deprefle, 
7 Thoſe whom God haterh for their wickedrefle, 
7 Thus needs your Government mult happy be, 
3 When King and Sen4rours 1n one agree, 
{3 The proud tocaſt downe,and to raiſethe juſt, * 
|, So may the Rulers one another truſt, 
Z God that from Famine vs deliuered,  _ 
2 Andby a dreame foretold, thee counſe!led 
Both tor thy [and, and houſhould to pronide, 
And all the world, which elſc for want had dide, 
Feede thee with inward and ſpirituall grace, 
And giue in heau'n an'euerlaſting place, 
For this, I your poore Beadiman,night ard day, 
Will in a homely countrey cottage pray. 
Pharoh much ioy'd, would faine haveentertaind, 
And him at his owne beord with bread (uſtaind . 
But good old Iacob modeſtly denide, GR + 
And ſayd, How long haue I on earth to bilc? 
I cannot now of good from ill make choyce, 
Nor muſique iudge by inſtrument or voyce, 
Why ſhould 1 be a burthen ro the Kine? 
Aad he reward ſo my nam eguings 


ue 


But 


\ 
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Butler my ſonne for me before rhte ſtand, = 


And ready alwayes be at thy command. 
Good man, faith Pharaoh, I haue giu'n command 


To place thee in thefatteſt of my xand, 


The 14nd of Goſhen be a habiration 

To thee, thy children and thy generation \/ 
There is beſt paſture. ground for them to kcepe, 
Their Camels, Aſſes, Cattell, Gotes and Sheepe, 

To raifeto place of honour I defire 

Thee and thy ſonnes, bur they of me require 

Still ro be Heardmen : whereforethe moſt bould 


 AndaQtue, Il make Rulers of my fonld. 


Then 1aceb blefling Fharoh did depart 

Out of his preſence with a ioyfull heart. 
Seu'nteene yearesafierin proſperntie, 

Liu'd Jacob and did greatly mulciplic, 

And Teſeph in this former Grace did ſtaiid, 

Still vader Ph arob ruling all che Land. 

Nor might be ere out of his maſters fight, 

Becauſe he was his onely Famorite, | 

Till one day Joſeph, abſent from the Court, 

Pharoh beſpeakcs his ſcruants in this ſorr. 

Nere thriſe ten times the Sunne with panting horfe 
Hath run through'heau'n his ſwift and yeerly courle, 
Since firſt aroſe in this our hotrer clime, | 
Thar bebrew Sun,which ener lince did thine, 

And all the time he didin court appeare, 
We haue had Spring and Summer all the year, 
I cannot eate by day nor fleepe by night, 
Witheur his Beames mcſt comfortable bright: 
That honeſt man, in whoſe ingenuous face, 

A man may reade what in his heart hath place, 
Now, by my life, F higher doe efteeme 
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Noer is it tothe leaſt of you vaknowne, F* 
He hath beene better tome rhan my Crowne, 

And beares ſtil! for me, to all mens contenc, 
The weighr of all my kingdomes gouernment, 
In thoſe (ey'n yeares of Faming and of Store, 
When his employments greater were and more, 
If he were bur oneday out of my fight, 

1 certaine was to heare from bim at night, | 
But now of *s light hath beene neere three daies pauſe 
Yetno man here will tell co me the cauſe 

When thus the Buzler (who by Pharohs grace 
Reftor'd was as he dream'd to's fermer place) 
Dread Soueraigne! ſome {mall clouds do in chis fort 
Shadow his beames, which wont to ſhine at Court: 

But nodefe& in his ay-conſtanr light, \ 

He's ftill the ſame, and ſhines as cuer bright, 

Toſeph at home for Pharohs health now prayes, 

5 To 1[-«els God, theſe arc his mourning dayes, 

His father old now ſleepes in happy reſt, 

Whodying made to hum this laft requeſt. 

My deareft ſonne the honour of my race, 

If in thy fight thy father hath found grace, 

(For though thou art my ſonne by true relation 

Yer I am ſubie@to thy domination) 

Now graciouſly and truely with me deal, - 

Not for my priuate, but our common weale; 

Well do I know that our poſteritie, 

Will foone admire faire ſhowes and vanitie, 

And nor regard the 'axd of heppmeſe 

The Type of future and of preſent blefle, 

Theretore to me, my dearelt 1oſeph, iweare, 

Thou wilt not me in Egypt here enterre, + 

But ſafely carry to the and of Reſt. 

With my forefathers there wy Bones to reſt, 
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- It may be ours will ſooner haſten thither, 
Where all their Fathers Bones doe [ye togither. 
Then Ioſeph (ware artf{ 1/rael worſhi 

The Feareof Iſacck fitring on his bed, 

Theſe words he me defir'd, with many teares, 

That I would publiſh in King Pharohs eares, 

And Licence of thee to that end obtaine, 

Which done he wou!d to Court returne againe, 
When Pharoh thus : Is that 70cd old man dead, 

Like apple ripe in Awtwwmme gathered ? 

We all muſt follow, who can tell how ſoone, 

Some fall at night, at morning, ſome at noone ? 

But Idefire, if any herecan tell, | 

How that good ol4 man dide, that liu'd ſo well, 

For moft what it befals mortalicie,' 

As they haueliued here, ceu'n o todye. 

" Good leſeph, faith the Butler, thus me told, 
That Iacob growing weake, as he grew old, 
He Eph:zamand Men«ſſes his two ſonnes, 
Takes with him, and vnto his Father comes, 
Wherewith his weakenefle greatly comforted, 
Hertakes his ftrength, and fits vp in his bed. 
And thus begins : My ſonne, my Iſeph deare, 
The God Almightie did to me appeare 
At L«% in (nan, where he did me bleſle, 
And promiſe to.my ſeede much fruitfulnelle, 
Afuring me to make a mightie Nation, 
And giue that Land vnte my Generation : 
For thoſe two ſonnes God here hath giv'n to thee, 
Before my comming, thou ſhalt giue - 5s me, 
As Simeon and Ruben, they are mine, 
Thy Childrea fince begotten, ſhall be thine ; 
Theſe two, I meane;, ſhall be two Th1ibes, The reſt - 
In theſe Tribes names, ſhall be of Land poſleft;  - 
For 
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' The fifth Booke of Toſeph. 
For I a double portion thee allor, 
As my Firſt. borne : Becauſe I thee begor SR. 
Of Rachel deare, my firſt, my lawfull Wife, 
Who on my hand in Canaan lett her life, 
Herthere, alas ! I buried on the by 
To Ephrare, call'd Beth lemto this day. 
But what are theſe rwo Lads ? my Ieſeph deare, 
My ſonnes faith Joſeph God firſt gaue me heere : 
d, Oh ! bring the me ſaith Levb ro this place, 
Before 1 die, to kiſle, blefle, and embrace : | 
Sweet Boyes | Good I{eph, I nere thought indeed 
: 'To ſee thy face, but now | ſee thy ſeede ; 
The old man then, though he were dimme of ftghr, 
His left hand on Maveſes, and his rigkt 
On younger Ephraim ayes, and wittingly, 
Thus bleflech Z{eph in his Progeny: 
God in whoſe (light 1 here haue walk'd alway, 
Who all my Life-long fed me to this day, 
The Ged of Abram, and great Tſaacks dread, 
And the Angell which hath me delivered 
From ecvill, blefſe theſe Lads, and letmy name 
With name of 1/aack and of Abraham, 
Be in them nam'd and in their Tribes renew'd; >| 
And grow on earth eu'nto a multitude. 
Bat it difpleafiag was to lo/epbs ſight, 
To fee on Epbraims head, him Jay his right, 
And on Manaſſes his left hand to place ; 
And would his Firſt berne with the right hand grace, 
e, Burt Tacos nould, but ſaid I know indeed 
Thy Fir/t-berne ſhall be great : Butlo ! the ſecede 
{ Of Ephraim, ſhall be greater farre then he, 
Anda more ſtrong and mighrie peeple be, 
t * Thus aged Tacob bleſs'd them both that day, 
= And aid in thee let 1ſracl blefle and ſay, 
For G 2 God 
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86. The ifthbookeof Toſeph, 
God ſend thee Ephraims and Mandfes Rore, 
But Fpbramn he Maneſſes (et beforct | 
Then ſaid be, Lo! I die, now out of hand, 

And God ſhall bring you tc your fathers la d, 
Then ere hedide, he ſwan-likeſung this ſong, 
Mott ſweere, becauſe he liu'd not after long, 


Tagebs laſl bleſsir g, 


Sith, my deare ſonnes, Thave norlong to divell 
On ea:th, come hither:and I will you tell, 
What ſhall come on you in the Jatter dayes, 
Aſfewble and atrend your Farhers Sayes : 

My firſt korne Rvben, thou that art the might, 
And firſt bevinning of my ſtrength by right, 
Thou ſhouldſt haue all my Power and Dygnitie, 
Which thou haſt loſt by thine iniquitics .* 
Vnſtable water! thou ſhalt not be head, 
Becauſe thou wenrlt vp to ty fathers bed, 

For then indeed thou didft my couch defile, 
And thy true rizht of fiſt-borne loſt the while: 

Simeon and Leu, Prethren, inſtruments 
Of cruelry, neare to your fathers rents, 

My foule come not neare to their congregations, 
Mine honour ioynenotin their machinations, 
Who in their FVraththe Sichemites ſlew all, 
And in their Fury digged downe awal!: 
Cutſt be their wrarh, for it was voyd of ſhame, 
And Feercexeſſe which was cruelly to blame, 
Lo! 1 their ſeede in Ixcob will diuide, 
And themabroad ia 1/rae! ſcatter wide, 

Indah is next, whom all his brethren praiſe, 
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$7 
Thy Fathers Children thee ſhall Roupe before, 
Lo Indþlike a Lyons whelpe ſhall rore, - | 
My ſonne comes like a Lion from the ſpoile, 
Who laid him downe, and couch'd himſelfe awhile, 
Eu'n like a Ljow or a Lioneſſe, 
Who dares awake him trom his ſleepinefle ? 
The Scepter from his race ſhall neuer ſtars, 
Nor a Lew-#4ver from his feete depart, 
Till the Meſsi45 come, who to him ſhall 
By his great powre the Nations gather all ; 
Lo ! he ſhall binde his Foale vnto the ene, 
His Colt vnto the Branch, His Cloke in Wine | 
Ts waſht; His Cloths with bloud of Brapes bedight, - 
Eyes red with wine , His Teeth with milke are white, 
The Sea-Hamn's Zabulon ſhall dwell befide, 
And's Berder eu'n to 5140 ſhall diuide, 
Like a ſtrong Aﬀethall J/acher couch low 
Betweene two burthens, And.for he doth know, 
T hat reſt is good is ſuch a pleaſant Land, 
Shall ftoupe and be anothersto command. 
Dan {hall be Tudge and oneof {reels Tribes, 
A ſerpent by the way him well deſcribes, -_ 
Or Adder in che path, horſe-heeles to gall, 
Vnriil he make the rider backward fall: 
To be a ludye's a dangerous Yocdtion, 
Lotrd [ hauc waited long for thy Saluation, 
An hoſt of men Gd downc in watre ſhall caft, 
Yet they ſhall ouer-come him at the lalt, 
Aſer trom fatteſt Lands his bread ſhall bring, 
And ſhall enioy eva pleaſures for a King, 
NAY is asnimble as the hind, _. 
But favour ſcekes with pleaſing words to findez | jj; 
Ijſeph*s like plant by well, whoſe boughs are ſmall, ,, 7ofepb.” 
Yet run vp floncifking vpon the wall + | 0 
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88 The fifihboukeof Toſeph, 
With ſhooting many Archers have him harm'd 
And with ſharpe Darrs ro's hindrance him difarm'd; 
But he ſtands taft, his acmes are made ſo ſtrong 
By God, te whom all itrength and powre belong, 
"lis glory all his Brethrens doth excell, 
.nd hee's become a ſtone in Iſ74el ; 
His Fathers God ſhall helpe him from aboue, 
And the Almighrie with his Bleflings proue : 
With Bleſhings that from highe and. depth ſhall come, 
With Bleſſings of the Breaſts and of the Wombe, 
To thee thy Fathers Blcflings be more ſtrong, 
Then thoſe that doe from mane, to me belong : 
Erom th*vemoſt hils they lighr on Tsſephs bead, 
| That from his Brethren once was (cuered. 
- 91jy) Beniamin like a Wolfe ſhall fpoile : The pre 
Y ns: He ſhall diuide by night, and hs by day 4 F 
Thus 1cob of each {euerall prophecide, 
What ſhould tc their Poſteritic beride: 
Some call ic his laſt will ; Thenrothem al], 
He dying fpake theſe words m generall. 
We als e Pilgrims on the way, onr howe 
Is Heas'n, as all men enter by the Wombe, 
So through the Gate of Death, we all mult dciue, 
Before we at this Citie faire arriue 2 
Luſts of ouryouth, Infirmiries of age, 
ake few and ill our dates of Pilgrimage, 
| All ſpend like Lamps, ſome blowne our with a blaſt, 
6h Some waſte, ſome melt, ſome hold out till the laſt 2 
KB Likefruit all blow,bud,grow grecne,ripe,then fall ; 
WF Bud,bloſſome,greene,or ripe, we perith all : 
And turn'd toduſt, are vnder Dzaths ſubietion 
Lo In Grave, vntill the day of Reſurreion, 
by Eu'n as our ages, fo we change ourminde, 
” For thoſe things we dot moſt delightful finde 
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To (hild- hood, Youth diſdaines ; our Touth-full fires 


Accord not with our yiper yeeres defires; 
0/4-age innone of all the three delights, 
The reaſon's plaine, we [erue our appetites: 


- Truth and Religions path we leaue to treade, 


And follow as our L«ſts and Pleaſures leade ; 
Which alter with our bodies conſtitutions, 
And theſe are ſenſaall, beaſtly reſolutions : 
But who doth his affeftions meaſure by 
R:ghr cules of Reaſon, and of Pietie, 
Them neuer alters, but is Kill the ſame, 
All rending to the glory of Gods name : 
No change of ſtare, age, bealth, wealth, conſtitution, 
Can alter (uch deſires and reſolution. 
Thus Lite's a mute ro Erermarie, 

Like mite vnto the Globes immenſitie, 
Like droppe compard vnto the Ocean Maine, 
Yet here we cither all muſt loſe or gaine ; 
Vpon this mite, droppe, minute doth depend, 

Bliſſe, weaye continue as we end. 
All Gods moſt gracious, glorious promiſes, - 
Bur types and Shadowes are of future Blele; 
Pharron L41d, vsto the Port to light 3 (nighr, 


And guide our Barkes through worlds darke miſty 


In all our yoiage, through wor!ds Ocean-walt, 

Are many Rocles and dangers tobe paſt; 

Without are $4tan and the Worlds infeRions, 
Within, our Luſts,vaine,fraile, and' vile aff<Qions, 
Which like ſo many Traitours readiely | 
Againſt the Pilot ay tomutiny z 

Bur moſt in danger of them all we ſtand, 

When neareſt we approch vntothe Land : 

So ſome eſcape the boiſtrous raving Sec, 

And necre the Fort doe wreckeyponthe Lea: 
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Hooking backe my ipan like daics behold, 
Like a tanrafiique Dreame or rale new told 
And were I now them to begin againe, 

I ſhould all worlsly yaine delights refraine, 
Yeacould you jec heav'ns 1«yes by Faiths cleare eyes, 
You would with me #Porlds Pleaſures vaine deſpiſe, 
And runve faſt tothe marke you {er before 

You end; to live with God for eucrmore, 

AsthWarre js botteſt neereſt to the Su:-ne, 

Brookes deeper, neerer to the Sexthey runne, 

So nearer toyour end; doe you alpire 

To grow ingrace,and glow with heaun']y fire ; 

Now gocT hence, and ſhali be ſeene no more, 

H2uc mine examples alwaics you before, 

So l{aacktollowed faithful] Abraham, 

I holy I{:ach,frem whoſelomes I came, 

What we'did well doe you the like : But when 
Wedid amiſle,obſerue we were but men, 

Oh ler your wiſedome ſkine with your gray haires, 

Moſt of you now draw neeretoſeu'nty yearcs, 

Ieſeph is bfry ſru'n, a child eu'n when 
The moſt of you, were growne vp to be men- 

Seav'nty feau'n yeares a fngle life I bed, 
Cod fince hath ſeau'nty to them num;bred ; 
T' ce your geſt nor the ſtrongelt haue no power, 

1 o addc a minute to their fatali hower, 
Deterre not of Repentance then the date, 
Naw 15 the tifie,to morrow is too late, 
Count all mens ages that on earth remaine, 
More dic beforc, then to your daies artaine, 
And ſhould you old Marhuſelaes furmount, 
Thelonrge life ,,thegreater your account; 
*; I will not exprobrate offencespaſt, 
Repent, amend, and rurne to Ged at lait, 


bl 


wad as MM WT "3, — "CP 75 —_— % == "TFT CRE —_* = -— ts as © 2%. gg C - 
— CIS FS 5 Cr "24 LL hw yo! fm > : _ > = 
- Y Y 


Fs 
- TK 4 


The fifth Beoke of Toſeph. 9 x 


Leaue off to finne, his Promiſes belecue, 


You cannot aske ſo muchas God wilkgiue, , \ 
You are a choſen (cede, a holy race, . : | 
Not by deſert, or worthineſſe, but Grace. | 

Yes, Oh make it knowne to all your Generations, | 

| God vs hath choſe before all other Nations, F 
To walke here worthy of this Grace diuine, 1 
And like to pureſt heau'nly Tepers ſhine, 14 


In this worlds miſtie darke obſcured night, 
Whole euil{ workes abhorre to ſee the light, 
Expe& not worlds vaine glory, Pompe and ſtate, 
Thoſe that line Godiy here, the world will bate, f 
But God doth euer them moſt highly prize, } 
Who here are meancſt in the wickeds eyes. 
The World will you deride, and (ay that this, 
But ſome vaine, pecuiſh,fingle humor is, 
Or {ome light idle metion, which doth riſe ,.',* 
From ſome meane, ignorant, conceited wiſe, 
N Dezpiſe their cenſures, for | certaine know 
Theſprrit whence ſuch heau'nly motions flow : 
What care | how their worldly wiſdome deeme, 
Of them, Sothey with God bein elteeme? 
Oh! were my words now written in a booke, 
That who, fo liſt tolearne, on them mightlooke, 
Or with a D:4monds point engrauen plaine, 
On Adamant, for eucrto remaine, 
I know that my Redeemer true and juſt 
Lives, and ſhall raiſe vs atrhe laſt from duſt, 
And though the wormes my skin and fleſh deſtroy, 
I God ſhall in my body ſee with toy, 
Eu'n with mine owne ; and with no other eyes : 
Bur now my {pint begins ſo high'to riſe, 
As if the meant toleaue this habitation, 
And flye to heau'n, by holy contemplation; 
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92 The fifth Bookeof Toſeph. 
Oft hath ſhe ſtriu'd ro riſe before this day, 
As veary cf her brittle Tent of Clay, 
Bur hath beene by the weight thereof depreſt, 
But now thee fceles her ſelte from thence releaſt, 
I canrotlaſt, my Lampe ſo faſt doth ſpend, 
And now burnes cleareſt, neareſt to the end, 
Farewell deare fonnes 3 my BlefIing oa.you all 
»Conrinue to your after-Ages ſhall. 
Oh Goof Life ; now thou doſt me denie, 
The Fowre to live, me willing wake to die. 
Theſe all are rhoſe twelue Tribes of Iſrael, | | 
| Which good old 1acb bleſt and withed well, 
Befides the blefling to each ſeucrall, 
Wherein he roid them what ſhould after fal! : 
And now as I-ſeph erſt he madeto {weare, 
So chargeth he «u'n all his Children there, 
Tolay him in thatplace of Buriall, 
Where his fore fathers were interrcd all : 
T hus when his ſwan-like ſong was at an end, 
And all commanded that he did intend, 
He plucked vp his feere into the Bed, 
And was vnto his peopie gathered. 
Oh happy man ! ſaith Phareh, Goa me ſend 
Ewn ſuch a bfe, and fuch a happy end. 
Lo, farther Pheroh did that day command, 
"That all his Peeres and Nobles of the Land, 
Should goe with Joſeph and his Brethren all, 
To honour holy Lcobs funcral! : 
Where they ſeu'n dayes made fo great Lement £191, 
They draue the Canaxites to admiration ; 
Ard after he was buried in this ſort, 
Toſeph rerurnes againe to Pherobs Court, 
His Brethren vnto Geſhen, wherein peace, 
They Liued, and did mightily increaſe, 
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Till To{cpþ-was an hundred ten yeares old, 


So that he Ephraims children did behold, / 

To their third Generation, and the ſeede | 
Of Machir, eldeſt of Manaſſes Breed, i 
Sate on his knees 3 Then faith he, lo I die, | ; 
But Ged will vifit you affurcdly, 

And in that Land, a place for you prepare, 
As he to Abram, Iſeach, Iacob ſware, 

Then, as [ (ware to Zacob, to me ſweare, | : 
Thicher my Boxes with you trom hence to beare, x 
His Brethren (ware : So Teſeph, a5 I told, + 

Dide honourably being very old, _ 

Whoſe Body they imbalmed in a Cheſt, 

And after carryed to the land of Ref : ; 

Where they ere& a Piller on his graue, 

And chercupon this Epitapy engraue: 
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lLosE?HsS | Epitaph, 


| Is Fathers Darling,mothers deare delight- 
"2 Obiect of Satans malice, Brethrens ſpite : 
Wy 7 oMaſter iuſt;chaſte, faithful:o h-Dame - 
\'Y . 7nPriſonfree,codemn'd,ytt void of blame: 
+] From Dungeon raſa ro higheſt reputation, 

F By Wiſdome, Counſell. Dreames,4nd Diuinatio: 
YT hu God by hima great deliuerance Wrought, 

=. In ſawing them, who his deſtruCtion ſought - 

ef diligent, Wiſe, pronident Obſeruer, | 

” .eAnd therefore of Mankinde a great preſeruer. 


Bands,” > 


il 7 Jn Padan borne, In Canaan nourifhed, 
RE J: Mician bound, im Agypt honoured, * 
b4 K {ik "> From whence his foule fleW to eternall Re ft, 
| 8-41 Bones here wn like expeRtarion reſt. * 
_ 
He ſau d from Famite, King,Pricts,People 4/, 
” For Which his ſecede and Nation they enthrall : 
+ Fnworthy Egypt ! of this ſacred Yrne, 
I | ho ſuch rewards for merits doſt rerxrnag 
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| '* SVSANNA was of all thy Poems beſt, 
© Burt losseH ber cxcels,as /bce the reſt. 
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